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THE KITTANNING ANOMALY
AN EMERGENT SCIENCE AND ITS l=’l=illil..l.ll=tIEE
OF NEW TECHNIGQUES IN 'l'l-llEE COAalL. FIELDS
West Virginia thrashes about trying to find a way to mine its coal

-- and comes up with techniques developed in response to an environsental ispact statesent
desanded by environsentalists at the Holly Brove strip mine proposed nearby

An anomaly in one of WMest
Virginia’s most isportant coal-
producing seams has caused a
major slowdown in the expansion
of what had been planned as the
United States’ largest strip mine
east of the Missippi, the Island
Creek Coal Company’s massoth $100
eiilion operations half-a-dozen
miles south of Buckhannon in Up-
chur County.

What created the slowdown is
the failure of a once-promising

new technique designed to stop
acid reclaimed
strip wines. In the lower Kit-

tanning anomaly, the new tech-
nique just 1sn’t. working, and
cstrip mines in the area -- even
after thorough and painstaking
reclasation "by the book" -- are
still seeping acid "by the buc-
ketful,* according to state of-
ficials,

"The present techniques to
predict acid production are ap-
parently not foolproof,” com-
sented the director of West Vir-
ginia’s Departaent of Natural
Resources, Dave Callaghan, the
man in charge of issuing or de-
nying all permits to mine coal
anywhere in West Virginia.

Callaghan wrote to Island
Creek early this susser -- and
re-iterated it again this week --
that he will not issue any more
permits to the firm until effec-
tive aethods of reclamation are
devel oped.

"It’s not a discretionary
matter," he said. "The law saye
if it can’t be reclaimed," it
can’t be mined. In a letter to
Island Creek in May of this year
when he issued what he told the
fira would be their last permit
until new techniques can be de-
veloped, Callaghan said that
their operations south of Buck-
hannon “*have failed to demon-
strate, in large measure, that
aining can be accomplished with-
out long-ters water quality deg-
radation,

drainaage from

"Until it is desonstrated
that reclasation of tne ar=a is
feasible and actually accos-
plished, this departsent will not
consider the issuance of addi-
tional permits . .. f{and) we
will have no alternative but to
deny future permit applications®
for the operations currently un-
derway.

Callaghan has also indicated
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that prospects for anyone else
getting a persit in the area are
bleak: “"Me’re not encouraging
perait applications in that
area," he said flatly.

The area to which he refers
covers a broad sweep of one of
the state’s major coal reserves,
the aassive, feet-thick lower
Kittanning seam which lances a-
cross the state from the north-
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east to the southwest. Although
very dirty, the coal is under
developsent by several fires,
including Island Creek, DLM Coal
Coaspny as well as LaRosa Fuel
Company and its subsidiary, Holly
Grove.

Island Creek, at their op-
erations near the comaunity of
Ten Mile south of “Buckhannon,
have installed imsense  coal

Please turn to page two
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A Morgantown biologist produces
and W-CAG offers
a handbook for right-of-way clearing =

W 25301,
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*Right-of-way maintenance is
not an easy task. Manual brush
clearing is very hard work and
can be dangerous if done improp-
erly, Part of the danger comes
from working close to electric
lines capable of disharging le-
thal shocks if touched by tools
or tree liabs. Anyone planning to
do  vegetation clearing on
rights-of-way should have ex-
perience  with  brush-clearing
tools and be willing to work long
and hard hours,"

So concludes the introduc-
tion to “"Handbook for Manual
Maintenance of  Power  Line
Rights-of-May," the product of
sore than a year of research and
work by Morgantown biologist
Richard Kimsel and others. In-
tended as a guide for rural
landowners who want to clear
their own land rather than have
it sprayed by helicopters with
aerial herbicides, the slim vol-
use was produced with a $17,000
grant fros the Departsent of En-
ergy. That money went through the
Charleston-based Citizens for
Environsental Protection.

The manual is available fros
W. Va. Citizens Action Group,
1324 Virginia St. E., Charleston,
Cost is one dollar,

unless an individual cannot af-
ford to pay, according to a W--
i CAG spokesman.
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WATOGA

Fal Lo
REVIEW
Conservancy

seeting set for

Oct. 3, 4, 5

The annual Fall Review of
the W. Va. Highlands conservancy
will be held Oct., 3, 4 and 5 at
Watoga State Park. "The Review
provides an opportunity for Con-
servancy aesbers and friends to
focus on tisely environsental
concerns during group outings and
workshops,” according to  Skip
Deegans, the Review’s coordina-
tor.

Deegans noted tha} the Wa-
toga Park where the Review will
be held is one of West Virginia’s
oldes but finest state parks.
*During the fall, the park af-
fords the visitor facilities for
hiking, boating, fishing, tennis,
volleyball and horseback riding.
Watoga is located along the

" Breenbrier River, a proposed sce-

nic and recreational river which
offers excellent canceing. Nearby
are sose of the finest limestone
caves in the United States.” In
addition, he noted that the new
Greenbrier Hike and Bike Trail
follows the 6reenbrier River a-
long the forser C&0 railroad bed
fros Cass to Lewisburg., The Al-
legheny Trail wanders through
part of the park, and small craft
sailing may be found on Sherwood
Lake,

Deegans also pointed out
that for history buffs, the area
offers such highlights as the

Droop Mountain Battlefield, Pearl
Buck’s restored hose, the Cass
Raiiroad and cospany town, and
the historic district of Lewis-
burg -- all within easy driving
distance. Just north of MNatoga
are the giant telescopes of the
Green Bank National Radio As-
tronoay Observatory which sonitor
the galaxies.

Conservancy  mesber  Bill
‘NcNeel of Marlinton has indicated
that he has been able to secure
six cabins at Watoga which are
being "held" -- but only briefly
-- for Conservancy meabers who
might want to use thea for lod-
ging during the Review.

"They can’t hold thes for-

Continued on page seven
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cleaning facilties and are stor-
ing thousands of tons of the
washed-out "gob" from the opera-
tions behind a 160-foot-high daa.
The operations are linked to the
#ain railroad lines near Buck-
hannon by & specially-built,
seven-aile-long, high-strength
railroad designed for the heavy
tonnages being shipped out of the
once-expanding mine site. The
first coal was shipped from the
site in March of 1980 following
vears of pre-mining developaent.
By June, & little more than =z
year ago, coal was being shipped
out at the rate of more than
100,000 tons per month, bitten
out of the rolling countryside in
J0-cubic-vard qulps by 60,000-
volt electrically-operated shov-
els,

The fira’s planc have been
1mmense, With a reported 40,000
acres under lease in Upshur
County, the company has been
pining about 20 acres 2 wmonth,
eaploying about 300 by late sue-
ser of last year, 3 number they
expected to at least double and
perhaps treble before peak pro-
duction was' reached. Much of the
coal was apparently being chipped
overseas to Romania where lcsland
Creek’s parent company, Occiden-
tal Petroleun, signed a bil-
lion-dollar agreement to ship two
aillion tone of steam coal 2 vear
from now until the turn of the
century. ¢

All of the varipus

tions -- Island Creek, DLM, the
now-inoperative Holly Grove and
others -- are 1nextricably linked
because they all fall within the
same lower Kittanning anomaly,
Callaghan said “the geology ap-
parently changes fairly abruply
in & northern section of Webster
County, the southern portion of
Upshur County and a corner of
Randolph County.® But, he added,
"the area is not defined pre-
cisely because there has not been
that much sining.*

There would have been wmore
had “it not been for the objec-
tions to mining raised by 2 small
cadre of environsentalists, in-
cluding, amsong  others, the
*Friends of the Little Kanawhaa
(FOLK)* and the ‘“Braxton Envi-
ronsental Action Prograa (BEAP)."
BEAP and its sister organization
"Mountain Streasm Monitors" is
probably best-known for its dir-
ector and chief activist, Rick
Webb, while FOLK’s acronys is
linked with the Holly Grove Coal
Company. Webb was catapaulted
into the national limelight when

opera-

he was sued for libel by the DLN
Coal Company, Two years ago and
for seme time before that, he had
accused the strip mining industry
of destroying steams in the area.
In a July decision issued by the
state Supreme Court, however, the
libel suit was quashed. FOLK is
known in the state for having
convinced the U, 5. Environsental
Protection Agency to prepare an
environaental ispact statesent on
Holly Grove -- the first such EIS
for any coal mine in the East.

Now, some of the preliminary
work that has gone into the pre-
paration of the Holly Grove EIS
may pave the way for the contin-
ued mining of the Kittanning a-
nosaly. DNR director Callaghan
said that he and his staff have
slated a meeting with Dr. Frank
Carrucio of the University of
South Carolina for August, a
meeting during which they will
consider "the possibility of en-
gaging hin" to develop new tech-
niques to analyze the overburden

of the state’s strip mines.
Overburden is the earth -- some-
times hundreds of feet thick --
which overlies the coal seam. Put
down 1in layers during passed ge-
ological eras, it often contains
dozens of strata and thousands of
chesical interrelationships, re-
lationchips which must be suc-
cessfully analyzed to predict
what has to be done tc prevent
actd discharge after mining is

completed,
Dr. Carrucio and others

produced what has becose known as
the "Carrucioc report,” an anal-
ysiz of the overburden at the
proposed Holly Grove mine site
nearby 1in Upshur County, just a
stone’s throw from the Randolph
County border in the headwaters
of the Little Kanawha River --
two stone’s throws from Island
Creek and DLM. At Holly Grove,
some oeprations imsediately pre-
paratory to sining actually began
some two years ago but they were
impeded by a suit originally
filed in federal court in Elkins,
then shifted around the state
before finally being heard by
Beckley-based federal judge Rob-
ert Kidd sitting at Clarksburg.

What arose out of that and
corollary action was a decision
by the EPA to prepare an EIS not
only on the Holly Grove site but
one that would extend 40 miles
downstream as well, deep into
Braxton County.

A draft decision documsent on
that portion of the EIS which

Please turn to page six

NO VOICE™?

We receive complaints about
non-receipt of issues of the *‘Voice.”
Often a paper has been mailed — but
to what turns out of be a wrong ad-
dress.

Second-class mail (newspapers)
cannot be forwarded. The post office,
in most cases, will return the address
label to us (at our cost of 25 cents per
label) with a corrected address, but
they. will not send you the paper.

Please notify W. Va. Highlands Con-
servancy, P.O. Box 506, Fairmont,
WV 26554 of any changes in your mail-
ing address.

e — -}

Second-class postage paid at

Elkins, W, Va. 26241 under the Postal
Act of March 3, 1879.

Main business offices are located at
P.O. Box 1121, Elkins, W. Va. 26241.
‘Postmasters should address Forms
3579 to P.0O. Box 506, Fairmont, W. Va.
26554.

-

MOVING?
Please attach a mailing label from
an old copy of the “ VOICE ” and

‘give us your new address:
ATTACH OLD LABEL HERE

New Address:
W. Va. Highlands Conservancy
SEND TO: P.0. Box 506

S o el e S i Bt

Fairmont, WV 26554

Hiking Guides === Get Yours

i

Cranberry - $3.30

Monongahela
- $3.50

Plus 50 cents
postage for EACH

book ordered

Send your name, address, city ,state, ZIP,
along with a check, money order and
an indication of the books you want to:
West Virginia Highlands Conservancy

P.O. Box 506
Fairmont, WV 26554
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NEW RIVER GORGE
THE ENVIRONMENT
AND ECONOMICS
Larry Flint finds the econoay

teaporarily sore helpful

than the environsentalists

The continued mining of some
1,000 acres of the New River
Gorge seems likely to continue
whenever a New Jersey-based coal
fira -- Campbell Mining Company
-- decides to sove its equipment
back fros Virginia and concen-
trate its efforts on tapping re-
zerves underlying 56 acrer of
coal _lands for which it already
possesses the necessary permite.
That, by the best on-the-scene
ectimate short of 3 cpokesean for
Campbell 1tself, say be quite
cope time,

Heading up one front of the
kattle to stop Caspbell Mining in
their tracks is Charleston resi-
dent Richard Flint, Although
. Flint has had some support fros
other environaentalists, his at-
teapts to launch a head-long at-
tack against Campbell’s aining of

the Gorge (he sees legal recourse
as the most 1likely avenue #for
success), have done little wmore

-- &p far -~ than cost him a lot
of postage.

he outlined by Flint in a
detailed account of his efforts
which he has' sent to a sampling
of envircnsental groups around
the state, the issues began back
in the spring of 1978. Then, the
parent cospany of Campbell, DTA
fssociates, Inc., acquired min-
eral rights for approximately
1,000 acres on the east side of
the New River Gorge, imsediately
north of Babcock State Park. By
sid-susmer, Caampbell had applied
for permits to mine 130 acres --
and by late fall, Congress
created a national park, a park
encospassing DTA’s thousand-acre
tract.

By 1late-winter,
ginia’s Departaent

West Vir-
of Natural

Resources had issued a permit fo -

mine, without -- Flint points out
with chagrin -- having sade a
_ determination of whether Camp-
bell’s right to mine the national
park was valid or not. Federal
officials later conceded that
such was the case, but also de-
cided later action substantially
"corrected® that default.

Needless to say, Flint found
that “correction® insupportable

and has been angling for court
action to make his point, In

fact, he even once threatened to
sue but found he couldn’t carry

through on that threat -- no
money, and the traditional "legal
aid" machinery in_ the state,
faced with the Reagan adminis-
tration’s hostility toward just
that kind of case, declined in-
vol veaent.

As recently as late this
winter, Flint apparently had
hoped that Campbell’s efforts to
mine aight just fall apart. A
letter from Campbell’s New Jer-
sey-based president Duncan C.
Thecker to Dave Callaghan, dir-
ector of the state’s DNR, spoke
of 1ts not being "feasible to
move back at this tise for only
50 acres, particularly without
assurance of our ability to con-
tinue amining beyond that por-
tion." Thecker’s reference is to
the fact that permits had only
been processed for 50 additional

acres adjacent to the original
130-acre site which had been

sined. "Having cospleted our op-
eration on the previous persit
with no certainty of obtaining
the additional one,” Thecker ex-
plained, "and 1in order to con-
tinue working, we moved the bulk
of our equipment to Virginia on 2
job we were able to contract with
Pittston."

The
there,
Lewis

equipsent  is  still
at least according to
Halstead, the state in-
spector  for the area. In
mid-July, comssenting fros his
offices in Sussersville, Halstead
noted the firm had not yet
started on their new permit --
but were in the process of re-
claiming their first one, the
130-acre site. That work, he no-
ted, was being done with a pair
of rented bulldozers and had been
underway since the first of July.
‘However, Halstead said he
didn’t really believe that Camp-
bell would begin their new ope-
ations anytime scon. “"From all
indications,” he said, *-- and |
talked to several people --
they’re planning on it, but not
right away . . They may change
their wminds," he added, however,
surmising that it might ‘“depend
on the coal market."

The intent to return froa
Virginia, however, seeas clear,
In  his letter to Callaghan,
Thecker also pointed out that

there was *a  substantially
greater area that we had origin-
ally intended to wmine in the
future,” That intention would
apparently be able to be ful-
filled -- at least as Thecker
read the winds -- because of the
fortuitous intervention of the
state DNR.

Just a little more than a
aonth after mentioning his firm’s
intent to Callaghan, he wrote to
the DNR again, thicz tise to the
chief of the reclasation divi-
s1on, Jia Pitsenbarcer:

". .. It appears you were
successful in  having both OSM
(the U, S (Office of Surface

Mining) and the U. §. Forest
Service reverse their positions,
and we would like to thank you
for your effort in accomplishing
cuch changes.*

What had the DNR wrought?
Not a lot, though they’d done it
interestingly, according to cor-
recpondence which Flint provides.
What both OSM
Service had been pressingfor was
that original detersination by

the state DNR of Campbell’s right

to mine, 1ts “valid existing
rights,*
In  fact, judging fros

Flint’s assembled correspondence
in the issue, that valid existing
right of Campbell to mine was
easy to establish. Addressing
hisselt to the crux of the issue
in the next to the last sentence
of a five-paragraph letter, Pit-
senbarger said he found that
Campbell’s Sé-acre persit was
"necessary for the economic ex-
traction" of the total reserves
-- despite the fact that Campbell
had soved out of the area two
years before.

The logic of the VER finding
-- as Flint points out in his
scriptures to anybody who'll
listen -- could just as easily
extend to the rest of the 1,000
-acre tract.

Flint’'s
be grounded.
Pitsenbarger

fears aay or may not
On the same day that
wrote to Ellisen, he
also penned another letter to
Thecker in New Jersey, clearly
using Thecker’s earlier letter to
Callaghan as background:

*I can appreciate your con-
cern regarding the possibility of
future mining operations in this
area," he wrote in a one-page e-
pistle. “The probles of Valid

and the Forest

Existing Rights for mining within
the New River Gorge National
River area must be reviewed for
each application and a@ay vary
from site to site, however for
sining on areas with disturbance
from aining (highwalls) prior to
Aug 3, 1977 1 believe would be
sufficient for 'VER'."

Yet that same day’s letter
te Ellison in Summersville made
no mention of highwalls, only of
Campbell’s "necessary" economics.

Flint believes "a lawyer is
needed to argue that the second
stripping persit ic not needed
for the value of the whole oper-
ation or of the first site. 0f
course, the question of procedure
gets highly technical and inter-
pretive. Campbell Mining only had
the one original site going and
in the wseantime the WNew River
Gorge National River was created
which protects such lands. Is
this original eining operation or

15 the other land of the 1,000~
acre Ytract considered the opera-

tion? Is the new strip wsining
somehow necessary to maintain, as
a whole, the value of the first
cite’s operation? . . .

"If the other lands . of the
1,000-acre tract are considered
the whole opeation, what defines
those areas as a stripping oper-
ation and what is the value of
that operation? Just because they
retained 1,000 acres of mineral
rights does not prove their in-
tent to choose only one alterna-
tive wmethod of mining -- strip-
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ping. If so, they should have
bonded and applied for stripping
persits on all lands. The company
was aware that the area was under
serious consideration as a Na-
tional River and that 0SM regu-
lations prohibit surface sining
in such designated areas. They
chose not-to apply for stripping
the whole tract or even to deep
pine their minerals, which still,
of course, could retain the value
of the property,

"There 1is no question that
Caspbell’s newest persit 1s ad-
jacent to or next to the original
site. But if the above questions
are to be answered and the need
for test does not work, surely,
then, the mining coampany’s future
third permit will also have to be
adjacent to the first site
This aight be hard for a cospany
to do -- always touching base
with the original strip site. . .

"Petitions and pragest let-
ters to Congressmen and the W.
Va. DNR cannot hurt 1in voicing
citizen opinions concerning the
strip mining in the Gorge. . . .
Waters say be tested for compli-
ance with the regulations and . .
. Citizen participation in the

subsequent  inspection follow-up
is mandated by law. It just could
be that wmining operations will
becose too risky or unprofitable
for further stripping. . . ."
Flint may be reached at 220

Loma Road, Charleston, WV 25314,
phone  J46-4236 or  (office)
344-8315.

NATURE”"S COURSE

Two more field trips spon-
sored by the ¥. Va, Chapter of
the Nature Conservancy reaain for
the year, one set for Aug. 22 to
delve into Cathedral State Park,
the other for Sept. 12 and a tour
of the National Fisheries Center
at Leetown. _

The two are the last in a
series of six which had been
slated for the Conservancy’s
1981’s series "Traveling Nature’s
Course.” The others had included
guided visits to the Boaz Marsh
in Wood County; a visit to the
banks of the G6reenbrier River at
Watoga State Park in Pocahontas
County; to Gaudineer Knob 1n
Randolph County for a look at the
Cheat Mountain salamander, and to

Grant County for a look at the
Conservancy’s Greenland Gap Na-
ture Preserve.

Persons interested in the
Cathedral State Park visit should
contact the trip’s leader, Ken
Carvell, forestor, Rt. 7, Box
804, Morgantown, Mest Virginia
(304-292-7930),  The fisheries
center tour is being led by David -
W. McDaniel, the center’s assis-
tant director of operations at
Leetown, Rt. 3, Box 40, Kear-
neysville, WY 25430 ({304-725-
8441),

Further information is also
available from the Nature Con-

cervancy’s field office at 1100
Buarrier Street in Charleston, WY

25301 (304-345-4350),

LTV £ G U A AR L S S S b s T e ket R THREE



=
THE HIGHLANDS’ /O X C I
(= |

ATOF THE EITTANNING SEAM

OF TIME AND RIVERS: THE FPROBLEMS OF COAL,
THE SUFPREME COURT AND ENVIRONMENTALISM

Rick Webb, West Virginia’s most volatile environmentalist,

eserqes victorious from battle with DLM Coal to find himself face to face

with the sase old probleas -- now.even closer to hose

"In this country, the laws
ought to apply to the coal com-
panies, too."

Those are the words -- and
if we helieve him -- the impetus
of West Virginia's premiere en-
vironsental activist. Though he’d
been working in the field for
years, he was not really thrust
into statewide -- and just as
rapidly into national -- lime-
light until DLM Coal Cospany de-
cided, Webb believes, it had
better shut his up once and for
all,

"I think they brought the
case because they thought I'd get
on their case again," Webb now
sursises,

What they did, of course,
was sue hie for $200,000 charging
him with 1ibel in connection with
complaints he'd made to federal
and state officials and with a
newsletter in which he alleged
that coal nmining had destroyed
piles of trout streass.

The suit becase nothing less
than & celebrated cause, con-
verging -- as nothing before had
ever been able to -- the at-
tention of a host of national
environsental organizations on
the nmodern-day probless of Appa-
lachian coal mining.

Strangely, though the case
cast DLN and other coal companie:
in a bad light -- syspathetic
coverage came from the New York
Times, Charles Kuralt's "Sunday
Morning" as well as, wmost re-
cently, ABC's ‘"MightLine® -- it
nevertheless did what Webb be-
lieves it set out to do.

It effectively tied him up
for month after month after aonth
and -- perhaps more isportantly
-- did achieve that “chilling"
effect which MWebb and his attor-
neys feared. Thus, despite the
action of the W. Va, Supreme
Court 1in upholding Webb’s First
Asendaent rights, those rights
were abridged for month after
sonth after month.

" And he believes many others
were similarly silenced.

He will tell you the reason,
and his tone it somber: ‘It can

pretty well wipe vou out if you
have to go to court," ‘he
explains, especially if the per-
son sued for libel has to pay his
own legal costs, Webb did not, of
course, because the national at-
tention focused on the case at-
tracted offers from the nation’s
topsost attorneys.

*I know it scared a lot of
people around Island Creek," Webb
says with certainty. There, just
over the mountain from the DLN
operations which got Webb intc
hot water in the first place,
Occidental Petroleus  Corpora-
tion’s wmining arm, the vast Is-
land Creek Coal Company is still
in the process of developing what
they have touted as the largest
strip mine in the eastern United
States, a wmammoth operation de-
sign to tap tha (by eastern
standards) voluminous reserves of
coal in the Kittanning seas. Is-
land Creek has been buying land
in the area for a decade -- and
is still on the march after mov-
ing in monstrous, 40,000-volt
stripping shovels, building seven
siles of a special, high-strength
railroad spur to ship their coal
out of  the wsountains and
down to the oceans for shipsent
to Rosania,

The tenor of subserged rage
that infuses Webb’s flurries of
inforsation -- that welter of
facts and figures that have be-
come his trademark as in federal
and state regulatory circles --
that tenor still comes through
when people ask him how he feels
about "winning® the libel suit.
ke he told Robin Toner, a repor-
ter for the Charleston Daily Mail
who was writing a piece on Webb
for the Sund2y edition of the New
York Times:

"What [ tell people when
they ask that is that nothing has
changed.” That, if anything, is
the "aessage” Webh has:

Strip mining of the Buck-
hannon River’s watershed -- once
one of the purest and most pris-
tine in the state and the East --
is still continuing in violation
of federal and state laws:

-- Dave Callaghan, the di-
rector of the M. Va. Departsent
of WNatural Resources, writing to
Talmadge Mosley, the president of
the northern division of Island
Creek Coal on the occasion of
issuing another permit for the
firm to strip more of Upshur’s
Kitanning: ". . . Your operations
. « « have failed to demonstrate,
in large measure, that mining can
be accomplished without long-tera
water quality degradation.

"In issuing this permit, |
have done so over the objection
pur reclamation inspecter for

your operation and his super-
visor, both of whom believe.
based on past performances by

your company, and others, and 2
knowledge of the geclogy of the
area, that rec.zeation 15 not
technically feasible, Most of the
technrical staff in this depart-
sent agree with his conclusions,
YOU MUST UNDERSTAND THAT STATE

AND FEDERAL LAW SPECIFICALLY .

PROHIBITS THE ISSUANCE OF MINING
PERMITS WHERE RECLAMATION IS NOT
FEASIBLE."

While the esphasis is added,

the director added his own es-
phasis, going on to cite two
sections of the W. VYa. Code, one
of which states that the purpose
of the law is to “"assure that
surface mining operations are not
conducted where reclamation . . .
ie not feasible;* and the other
of which, Callaghan pointed out,
provides that "no persit . ..
say be approved unless the ap-
plicant  affirmatively  demon-
strates and the director finds in
writing, on the basis of infor-
mation cet forth in the appli-

cation or from information oth-

ermise available, which shall be
documented in the approval and
made available to the applicant,
that . . . the applicant has
demonstrated that reclamation . .
. can be accomplished under the
reclasation plan contained in the
permit application.”

And  Callaghan continued,
noting that the approval of the
permit was based on Island

Creek’c promizes that its con-
tinuing operations would be ac-
cosplished "without adverse water
quality effects" -- and he wrote,
#latly, that until the feasibil-
i‘y and actual accomplisheent of
successful reclasation is
achieved, "this departsent will
not consider the issuance of ad-
ditional permits, If the acid
production probless associated
with your present operations are
not corrected by your proposed
remedial measures, we will have
no alternative but to deny future
permit applications for Island
Creek’s Ten Mile operations. Such
denials will be mandated by law
and are not discretionary . . ."
While Island Creek continues
its operations half a dozen miles
from Buckhannon up the river's
tributaries, DLM Coal is also
extending its operations as well



and, closer to where Webb himsel¢
livee in Braxton County, Brooks
Run Coal Companv has bequn oper-
ations in the Kittanning, di-
rectly under Webb’c mountain,

He says he saw it coming 2
long time ago, and, in fact, his
prescience was the reason for
beconing involved in the first
place.

"We came back here to find a
fara I could afford, to find a
lifestyle that wasn’t such a
struggle with the rest of husan-
itv." He speaks fondly of his
grapes, his  blueberries and
raspherries, all sending their
roots into the deep, loasy soil
of his nmountaintop. "The place
has a lot of potential, . . It’s
gy lifetime’s investaent," he
renarks,  When he observed the
operations in neighboring Upshur
County, atop the same seam that
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underlies his own fara, he de-
cided that "if the law 1s not
applied here, it won’t be applied
anywhere, *

The probles, he says, 1is
that "nothing ever happens unless
somebody sticks his neck out.®
DLM’s  hatchet-like libel suit
forced a lot of people who might
have stuck their neck out in
protest to pull it back in again.
For those who did protest, "it
did no good. . . Legal action,”
he says, "is the only thing that
works,

"They don’t deny persits,”
he explains. "We've got a ’coal
economy,’ and trying to regulate
the industry -- well, they’ve got
acre power than you realize.”

Webb still marvels when, 1n
the wmidst of the libel suit by
DLM, Brooks Run Coal began to
start up their deep mining oper-

ations. He began firing off pro-
tests, doing his research -- he
averages, he says, one "Freedos
of Information Act (FOIA)" re-
quest each week, keeping tabs on
what’s going on -- and suddenly,
one day, he was invited to Roa-
noke to the firs’s corporate
headquarters. A private jet,
dispatched from Virginia, whisked
his out of the state that morn-
ing, over to the coastal plain
for a A4S-minute discussion, then
whisked hiam back 1in tise for
lunch.

Webb surmises that Brooks
Run did not feel the meeting was
as productive as they had hoped
it mght be,

The problea, Webb says his
experience has shown him, is that
the only ones involved in the
process are those who are “get-
ting burmed" and those who get

their jobs from coal. "The 99 per
cent of the people who are ’for
conservation” sit back as spec-
tators and are kind of asused by
the process: they see it asa. .
. process between two forces,®

But Webb says the individual
really “can’t achieve anything
without totally focusing (his)
life on it." What happened, he
explained, simply, is that he
spent virtually his entire life
in learning the laws, learning
how to wmonitor water quality.

- talking to experts in the field.

And it was one such expert, state
DNR fish biologist Don Gaspar of
French Creek, who gave hia the
information which -- when Webb
began talking about it and wri-
ting about it -- landed his in
hot water with DLM and apparently
precipitated the libel suit. Webb
says everybody knem Gaspar was
the source of the information --
so such so, 1in fact, that Webb
cays he was once told (whilst
sitting-in the wmidst of an acid
seep) that Gaspar’s efforts might
get his brains beaten out "with a

wet rope . . . that’s the first
time I’d heard that," he admit-
ted.

In any case, MWebb points out
that his complaints weré anything
but “frivolous" as the DLN suit
alleged, They were so lacking in
frivolity, in fact, that during
four days of interrogation by
DLN'e attorneys, Webb (except for
one day when he refused to say
anything at all) kept giving DLN
sore and more inforeation -- over
the objections of his own as-
tounded attorneys who urged hia
(to avoid the legalese they aight

have used) to shut up.

But "I wanted to
thes, " he said.

That desire, of course, was
what led to the libel suit 1in the
tirst place: Nebb’s penchant for
digoing out information with
FOIA's; canoeing up streass to
take water samples; using a tel-
ephoto lens to zero in on such
*state-of-the-art* technology as
treating acid seeps with sodius
hydroxide pellets dusped from a
ripped open bag off the back of a
truck; drawing maps of opera-
tions; and publishing his results
-- or even just talking about

educate
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thes.

While his activities say not
have been as successful as he or
others might have liked, his
right to pursue such activities
was upheld by the Suprese Court
-~ and therein, in the Court’s
own lanquage, lies the opportun-
ity for "free exchange of 1deas”
leading to ‘robust debate," a
debate whick is the hallaark of
Pserica’s “collective genius”.
That is the victory which eserged
for Webb and others willing to
"stick their necks out.”

"We shudder," the state’s
justices wrote in the final par-
agraph of a 33-page opinion pen-
ned by Darrell Mcbraw, “to think
of the chill our ruling would
have on the exercise of First
Amendment rights were we to allow
this lawsuit to proceed. The cost
to society in teras (of the)
threat to our libery and freedos
is beyond calculation. This cost
would be especially high were we
to prohibit the free exchange of
ideas on such pressing social
satters as surface wmining. Sur-
face wmining, and energy develop-
ment generally, are matters of
great public concern. Cospeting
social and economic interests are
at stake. To prohibit robust de-
bate on these questions would
deprive society of the benefit of
its collective thinking and, in
the process, destroy the free
exchange of ideas which is the
adhesive of our democracy. Our
democratic systes is designed to
do the will of the people, and
when the people cannot express
their will, the systes fails, It
15 exactly this type of debate
which the First Asendment pro-
tects; debate intended to in-
crease our knowledge, to illus-
trate our differences and to
harmonize those di‘ erencrs 1in
order to form a wmore perfect un-
1on. MWe see this dispute between
the parties as a vigorous ex-
change of ideas which 15 more
properly within the political
arena than in the courthouse. To
hold otherwise would be to iso-
late ourselves 1n 1gnorance and
to deprive society of the col-
lective genius upon which our
civilization depends. This we
sust never allow.*

I, G e L VE
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Gaylord Nelson.

in a few short months Secretary of the
Interior James Watt, forler head of the
Mountain States Legal Foundation
which was created to thwart e
vironmental regulations, has:

“This is the first time in my memory that
the Country’s chief conservation officer has

been an anti-environmentalist.” former Sen.

— Supported the relaxation of
strip mining regulations . . .

SuNdne,

e,

N,

oy

o,

areas in national forests . . .

“This administration is in the mainstream
of the environmental movement . .. ' James

Watt (quoted in the May 25, 1981 issue of U.
S. News and World Report)

— Favored opening four areas
off the California shore to oil and gas ex-
ploration . . .

DISAGREE?
SAY SO BY JOINING THE
W. VA, HIGHLANDS CONSERVANCY!!

wesseiseaanmist MEMBERSHIP A Dbt i et s s,
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AN EMERGENT SCIENCE

Continued from page two

% dealt with the Holly Grove site

= cern, they said,
% report,
% mining of

itself was to have been issued in

% late April but was delayed for

Watt's Wrong...?

w terviews
% delphia-based staff to mean the
. agency was anxigus to protect the
. environment as well

*national policy" reasons, rea-
sons which were expanded in in-
with  EPA’s  Phild-

as» allow the

coal industry to tap its resour-

% Ces,
— Declared a moratorium on i
the acquisifion of more national
parkland, although more people than
"pver before are now visiting parks . . .

The reason for their cop-
was the Carrucio
It predicted that the
the Holly Grove site

?ﬁ would result in the production of

~— Proposed ‘‘unlocking’’ many G
of the 500 million-plus federal acres :
under his protection, so that they can be ::
qsed for mining, timbering and grazing . &

\ v dictions, 1n fact,

% prietine

R ) - -
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West Virginia Highlands Conservancy

Name

Membership

Street

City
State

ALl

Telephone

Individual Regular Meémber at 310 per year
Individual Associate Member at 820 per year
Individual Sustaining Member at 850 per year

Type Membership Desired
Total Amount Enclosed

SEND TO:
W. Va. Highlands Conservancy
P.O. Box 506
Fairmont, WV 26554

Orgunizational Regular Member at $20 per year
Orgunizational Asnocinte Member at 830 per year
Organizational Sustaining Member at 360 per year

Date

\4

! uoyooidd

Signature

w5 weil

 since. Basically, it

e e

sufficient acid to destroy the
ctreams in the area --

1f reclamation were carried
properly, Carrucio’s pre-

were markedly

BYen
out

‘a%k % close to what wae actually being
— Endorsed proposed legisla- i

tion that would make it easier for oil and :
timber interests to prevent Congress ::
from designating any new wilderness

experienced at Icland Creek as
DLM's operations -- a
fact which msy explain Calla-
ghan’s interest in engaging him.
West  Virginia’ts  current
"ctate-of-the-art" technology 1in
overburden analysis was developed
cooperatively by the state, in-
dustry and scientists at W. Va.
University, a task force assem-

3k

. bled a few years ago which pro-
= duced a new,

recomsended tech-

nique which has been in use ever
involves the
isolation during the mining pro-
cess itself of toxic portions of
the overburden and their subse-
quent consclidation in a “sand-
wich® of alkaline materials scus-
pended several feet above the
floor of the strip pit. The
*sandwich" is then buried and
surface water diverted away.

The problem, Callaghan ex-
plained, is that while the aethod
has worked virtually everywhere
else in the state where it has
been used, it has failed in the
Kittanning anomaly in  Upshur,
Webster and Randolph counties.
How much larger the anomaly may
be is not clear, he said, because
the tecnique itself involves o-
verburden analysis and corollary
predictions on individual sites,
"Our predictions” in the anoma-
lous area, he said, "are not
turning out." He said a recla-
mation inspector and his super-
visor -- Frank Shreve and "Rocky"
Parsons =-- have "lived on the
site for two years® to insure
that Island Creek "followed their
reclasnation plan to the letter .
.« We're convinced," he said,
that the plan was followed pre-
cisely,

"Put  acid

discharges are

e CR T T T N S

’

occurring  anyway," he  pointed
outy adding that the science is
stil]l "somewhat in its infancy .

. We’re looking for refined
ways to predict” what the outcome
will be Callaghan explained, "and
we're going to explore all of
them.” He indicated he was hope-
ful" Carrucio’s techngives would
be fruitful.

For its part, Island Creek
has indicated it will do whatever
ic necessary to correct the cur-
rent problems of acid production
and prevent ones from occurring
in the future.

"We chare vour cocnern,”
wrote lsland Creek’s northern
division president Talmadge Mos-
ley of Craigeville, "that one
hundred percent effectiveness in
acid water prevention has not vet
been achieved." His letter mwas
addressed to Frank Shreve, the
on-site inspector who had recoa-
wended - that their newest perasit
for &7 acres be denied until such
time as the company had conclu-
sively proven that they could
control acid seeps from reclaimed

sites. “. . . We are proceeding
with an extensive drilling and

monitoring program to deterasine
what other sources of water, 1f
any, #ay be contributing tp the
seeps, We are closely monitoring
guality and flow rates of the
seepage and valley fill rock core
discharges, and will utilize our
drilling progras to amonitor ex-
istence and flow of water within
the fill.

"Additional testing of fill
sateriale is also planned. This
program will provide us with the
knowledge to find and eliminate
other factors which may be con-
tributing to the sceepage. . .
Further, we are prepared to re-
excavate portione of the back-
till, if necessary, to determine
and correct the causes of the
SERPagE . . .

"We  respectfully request
that, based on what you have seen
and heard of our technical abil-
ities, our efforts, and our com-
aitpent to the success of this
project, that vyou re-evaluate
your position and recossend that
our pending permit application .
.*. be approved.”

An internal DNR memo 12 days
later from Shreve opened with the
sentence: "I have re-evaluated ay
position on this persit and have
not changed ay recommendation . .
. the bottom line in this and any
other situation is the final
product on the ground.”
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THE ALLEGHENY FRONT
INTENSE STORMS

AND AL UMNINUM RAINS

Downpours are seen to exacerbate

the destruction of watersheds

The Mountain State’s high-
land storss -- well-known for
their suddenness and intensity --
aay be a substantial contributing
factor to the increasing degree
to which acid rain is impacting
the region’s streams and rivers.

A study released in late
July by scientists at Dartaouth
College and Cornell and Syracuse
university shows not only that
alusinue acidity in lakes and
streans comes fros nearby soils
but also that the acidity gets
worse in sudden downpours when

FPFPROMISING,
Continued froa page eight

Appalachia’s steep  mountains,
rivers and streams, cliffs and
farms, Tests similar to those at
Pricetown were conducted in Ala-
bama in the 1950”s, but they were
not succeseful. 2

Martin and the staéf at
Morgantown write with some pride
of the extensiveness of their
environmental wmonitoring prograe.
~ "The environsental progras * in-
- stituted for the Pricetown I
field tect proved to be most ef-
fective in following a hydrologic
- disturbance which occurred just
- prier to test shutdown," they
wrote in a preliminary analysis
of the environmental impacts,

What  had happened, they
noted in their report, was that
one of the well casings had rup-
tured 205 feet below the ground.
"The disturbance waz manitested
bv a foul taste and odor, an in-
creased phenol level and a change
in the chemetry of the challow
groundwater, Scheduled sampling
and sample analyses showed that
the water quality returned to
normal baseline levels within a
few weeks; however, monitoring is
continuving to determine any pos-
sible long-tera effects.

*Since the hydrologic dis-
trubance was traced to a ruptured
well casing, it is apparent that
an isproved design for injec-
tion/production well coaspletions
is necessary. Well completions
aust be such that the expansion
of the casing resulting fros
thersal gradients can be accos-
sodated in a controlled manner.

*Chesical changes have been
recorded in the water from a deep
well which is located within ap-
proximately 70 feet of the burn
cavity, The changes are most
likely a result of the migration
of pollutants through very small

whatever natural alkalinity the
soil may contain does not have
tise to counteract the chesical
reactions,

The scientists said that
acid rain fallong on the ground
starts a two-step chemical pro-
cess: almost as soon as the rain
penetrates a thin layer of soil,
most of the nitric and sulfuric
acids from the rain are replaced
by alusinua acids fros the soil;
it the rain_falls slowly, addi-
tional reactions between the a-
Tuminum-acid solution and alka-

HIGH—TECH

fractures. Long-term changes are
still being monitored . . ."

A susmary of a technical
report shortly after the conclu-
sion of the project speaks just
as highly of the technological
achievement as well,

"For the first tise in the
United Statec, a deep, thin ceam,
swelling (the coal swelled to as
such ac twice its original -volume
while burning) bitusinous coal
has been gasified successfully in
situ, The test . . . was of rel-
atively small scale since the e-
quivalent of only 735 tons o¢
toal were affected during the
four wmonth burn, The information
obtained, however, chows unques-
tionably that in situ gasifica-
tion of higher-ranked, swelling
coale 15 feasible and, perhaps,
i both advantageous and desir-
able.

"Every wmajor objective set

out for the test was met and, in
ceveral instances, exceeded.
Preignition coal seam pressure

and flow testing yielded valuable
inforsation concerning possible
linkage paths which were valida-
ted 1in subsequent phases of the
test. The deep coal seas was ig-
nited easily using a sisple, in-
expensive and reliable ignition
sethod . . . well linkages were
established . . . over two coal
sections of different length and,
in one link, the #flame front was
successfully propogated a second
tise in a direction opposite to
that of the intitial link. Gasi-
fication was achieved and the
relatively stable process was
sustained for an extended period.
The daily energy production dur-
ing the gasification period was
roughly equivalent of that of an
eastern natural gas well under
noraal production conditions.”

line minerals such as sodiue an
calcium  being released slowly
from the rock beneath the soil
will neutralize the acids.

But if it rains heavily, as
in 3 thunderstors or as in the
torrential downpours associated
with the western slopes of the
Allegheny Front in the highlands
of the state, the water does not
stay in the soil long enough for
the aluminum to be neutralized.

One stopgap measure sug-
gested was treating  lakes,
streans and surrounding soils
with powdered lime. The scien-
tists said such a strategy could
limt the damage.

DILLEY S MILL
SFRUCE—UPF

Spruce-up operations for the
Allegheny Trail in the Seneca
State and Calvin Price state
torests -- as well as work on the
Trail’s ‘“missing link™ between
Durbin and Cass -- both will be
eaphasized during the upcoming
Sept. 11, 12 and 13 fall meeting
of the M. Va, Scemic Trails As-
sociation.

Other activities, according
to the Association’s July-August
newcietter, 1nclude slide shows,
the quarterly board meeting as
well ac "fun hikes,"

REVIEW
Continued from front page

ever," warns McNeel, and he urged
interested meaberc to contact hia
by letter or telephone on or be-
fore the firct of September. Hic
home phone is 304-799-434Y while
his office phone ic 799-4973. His
address 15 1118 Second Street,
Marlinton, WV 24954,

He said that there are two
basic sizes of cabins, a cabin
for four "which holds six,” and 2
cabin for six "which holds nine.”
In addition, a pair of camp-
grounds is available as well, at
leact one of which has a shower-
house.

Cost-per-person will vary,
he said, from $15 to $22 per
person, depending on the occu-
pancy rate of the cabin.

Additional information about
the Fall Review -- including reg-
istration forms -- will appear in
the Septeaber issue of the VOICE
or may be obtained from Skip
Deegans, Box 564, Lewisburg, W
24901,

BROOMALL, PA.
TREES,
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WILDLIFE

AND THE USES OF EACH

The Forest Service produces
the chipsunk’s cosputer

Trees provide
homes for many varie-
ties of wildlife as

/’_'_

Firewood or

Wildlife?

well as kindling and
logs for firewood. One
tree can’t cerve both
purposes, but does it
have to be a chice of
one or the other?

i

That’s the ques-
tion asked -- and ans-
wered ~-- by a slide

chart devised by biol-
ogists working for the
Departaent of

\ﬂm mature

VALUE TO WILDLIFE Agriculture’s Forest
g i £ e Service’s  Northeastern

% § ‘EE ':L. Forest Experiment Sta-

: E £: FIREWOOD tion, By sliding the
Qe e (el center tab, letters
TAERIS) R | indicating relative
ALDRRS and game birds. values appear in the
O ArrLe st windaws marked “value
. ASHES Supplies mast in the fall to wildlife" and “value

as firewood."

’ As’s"s Especially attractive to grouse F x t :
or instance, in

| BALSAMFIR o S the exasple  shown,
. BASSWOOD Good #s kindling birches are generally
Aesthetic in the fall, important rated "excellent® as

iy s o firewood and *good® for
§ sincnes Penntaeae] it Wl B
| & sLack cHERRY iy S ik Simianr ebuia other species of trees

BLACKGUM 7
(Tupelo)

|and game birds

iLoullr important 1o songbirds

are rated on two sides

f Increases nitrogen
f in sonl

of he paperboard chart.
Actual size 15 three-

availability

! |Good as kindling

and-one-half by eight-

High aesthetic qualities,

and-one-half inches.

KKEY: E-EXCELLENT G-GOOD F-FAIR )

Copies  of  the
chart (NE-INF-40-81)
are available in lim-

Wﬁ%’%ﬁmﬂ Moraegs svgews | ited nusbers fros the
Show o 4 10 s wichls vese Cngae i age T Publications  Section,
meé;f:mLE:,&;w,mm USDA Forest Service,
rosdhdlorar Al bo Ao s bt e d. 370 Reed FRoad, Brooa-

all, PA 19008, or tel-

ephone 215-4561-3197,

BECELEY
NEW RIVER
SYMFOSIUM

The New River Gorge National
River of the National Park Ser-
vice and the W, Va. Departsent of
Culture and History are jointly
sponsoring a three-day New River
Syaposium scheduled for HMay of
1982 at the federal Mine Safety
and Health Adeinistration Acadesy
near Beckley.

The wulti-disciplinary sym-
posius is open to all those with
a professional or avocational
interest in the New River, froa
its North Carolina headwaters
down to its wmouth in West Vir-
ginia. The sysposium organizers
are seeking papers in natural
history, folklore, geology, his-

Tl Pym i gae i el e S e

tory, archaeology, geography,
other sciences, social sciences
and the humanities. All papers
should share the coamon these of
treating some aspect of the New
River valley, past or present,
including its natural, physical,
and/or husan environsents, c- the
interrelation of these. Proposals

for sessions and panel discus- .

sions are also sought.

Proposals are due by Dec.
lof this year and should be ad-
dressed to Ken Sullivan at the W.
Va. Departsent of Culture and
History, the Cultural Center in
the Capitol Complex, Charleston,
WV 25305. Phone (304) 348-0220,

FAGE SEVEN

and
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FRICETOWN

PROMISING,

HIGH—TECHNOLOGSY TECHNIQUES

FOR TAPPING APFPALACHIA™S DEEF RESERVES

Researchers at Norgantown develop an apparently safe sethod
for burning coal underground -- and doing it cleanly.
Prosising environsental analyses are being prepared now.

The final environmental as-

sessaent of the world’s first
successful test of burning the
East's tin-seas,  high-sulfur

bitusinous coal -- ‘while it’s
still under the ground -- is be-
ing written in MNorgantown this
aonth. .

And though cossercial pro-
duction by the new technique is
probably 15 to 20 or more years
off, the man who is writing that
assessaent for the Norgantown
Energy and Technology Center is
enthusiastic: "Everything is go-
ing fantastically," he says. Not
only were the tests successful in
terss of doing what they were
supposed to do as far as energy
production but now, just a hair’s
breadth shy of two years after
the underground “burn® was shut
down, he says there are no dis-
cernible adverse environsmental
impacts.

"There is no evidence what-
soever of any long-term degrada-
tion of the environment in the
vicinity of the site," said Joe
Hartin, one of the asen in charge
of the project, “including the
foliage, the very deep water, the
shallow water froa the local do-
sestic water wells or the surface
streams.” In fact, their tests of
every water source in the lush,
rolling hills around Pricetown in

Wetzel County demonstrate that
there was significantly more
pollution from cattle sewage

runoff than from anything else.

The significante of the
successful . test, however, lies
not no wmuch in its lack of any
lasting effect on water quality
bu' on the potential for using
the very dirty coal reserves of
the eastern United States.

Nartin  explained that the
real difficulty with burning
high-sulfur coals is their prod-
uction of sulfur dioxides because
they are burned in an oxidizing
atmosphere. The resulting esis-
sions fall back to the earth as
acid rain, The probles, he ex-
plains, is that the technology
for resoving that gylfur fros
stack gases immediately after
cosbustion “really isn’t that
well developed and reliable --
and the methods are extresely
costly.”

Sharply  contrasting with
that, however, is the burning of
coal while it still lies in the
underground seams. There, in a
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*reducing”
dioxide
reduced and sost of the product
gas is hydrogen sulfide -- the
'rotten eqg" saell of high school
chemistry classes.

ataosphere,
production

"But  hydrogen  sulfide,"
Martin points out, "is a gas that
can easily be cleaned out of the
product gas" which the under-
ground coal burning is designed
to produce. °"The technology is
here and it is being used. It’s
an everyday item in the coal in-
dustry,” one, in fact, which he
said is currently being used to
produce lots of sulfur for com-
sercial sale.

That is not to say, however,
Martin cautions, that underground
coal gasification is the clean
miracle to tap the East’s dirty
coal. "We've qot a long way to
go," he says, pointing out that
Pricetown was a “"single module"
test -- and a small one at that.
Still to come is a larger-scale
field test with two or three
*sodules” which would be operated
individually and sisultaneously;
then 25 sisultaneous modules “or
sose larger nusber (which would
be) a function of what the end
use was, whether gas for elec-
tricity or for conversion or
synthesis into alcohol or what-

ever." The final vision sees a
five-square-sile block of land
with underground reserves ignited
and burned for nearly a quarter
of a century,

Other potential  probless
still to be examined are those of
subsidence plus other effects
that wmight creep in as the oper-
ations are scaled up to commer-
cial size or the depth at which
the burning is accomplished is
raised or lowered.

At the Pricetown site, some
45 miles southwest of Morgantown,
the burn continued for a third of
a year, just a little more than
900 feet down in a six-foot thick
coal seam. It was ignited July 9
in an experiment designed to of-
fer a seans of utilizing the coal
in deep, unminable coal seass,
depleted deep mines and abandoned
strip mines. Estisates are that
the total economically recover-
able coal avaiable in the United
States - could be tripled by
bringing underground coal gasi-
ficiation on-line.

The Pricetown experiments
parked the first such tests any-
where in thin-seam bitumsinous

reserves, Similar techniques are
not uncosson in the West. Major
field tests sponsored by the U.
§. Department of Energy (as was

the Pricetown experisent, in co2-
operation with industry) have
been conducted in MNyoming on

WASHINGTON
CLEVE,

seaps as thick as 50 feet. But
those techniques had to be wmodi-
fied to be feasible in eastern

Continued on page seven

THE TERRIBL.

The Congressasn earns hiaself a national reputation
less glowing than that which he enjoys

asong the Nountain State’s environsentalists

Eabroiled in environmental
1ssues from one end of the high-
lands to the other, U. S. Con-
gresssan Cleve Benedict re- af-
firmed during July that he’ll go
to bat with environsentalists to
create the Cranberry wilderness
== but at the other end of the
state’s Appalachian chain, he
wante the Monongahela Power Cos-
pany to be able to build its
twin-lake hydro-electric facility
tn the Canaan Valley,

Benedict said he believed
the. prospects for Mon Power’s
Davis Power Project have improved
significantly under the Reagan
adeinistration. He pointed out
that Secretary of the Interior
James Watt was one of the men who
1ssued a license to the project
nearly a decade ago -- and he
added that Mon Power’s plans had
"significantly more appeal® to
him (and to the nation, he as-
serted) than the federal govern-
ment’s wildlife refuge proposal
which has been backed by envi-
ronaentalists,

A Benedict staffer  was
quoted as saying that the Con-
gressman 1s awaiting a report
from the Department of Interior’s
Bureau of Land managesent before
introducing any legislation. That
report is expected to spell out
options which may be available
for the wilderness proposal, in-
cluding the possibility of per-
mitting coal wmining despite the
wilderness designation or “swap-
ping" CSX, the aminerals owner,
other governsent-held coal rights
for the Cranberry’s reserves.

While in the Mountain State
Benedict may be viewed as both
good and bad, nationally-oriented
environsentalists are considering
him for inclusion in a list of
the Congress’ "Dirty Dozen* --
one of a dozen co-sponsors of a
bill that calls for major changes
in the Clean Air Act.

A late-July release by the

FPAGE E I G T "

Congressional News Service (paid
for by the Democratic Congres-

cional Campaign Cosmittee) char-
acterizes the bill as one which

"attacks the nation’s health
standards,” referring to the Na-
tural Resources Defense Council
3s a source and quoting them ex-
tencively,

“If  Representative Cleve
Benedict (R-WY) has hic way, he
may haver a hsot at joining the
"Dirty Dozen’ -- ,twelve members
of Congress known for their
anti-environment records," the
release said,

The release noted that the
NRDC’s *“objections seem to fall
right 1in line with the current

public sood. A wmid-June Harric
Survey said that 86 per cent of
the American people oppose making
the Clean Air Act less strict, In
fact the Harris Survey said that
the ’dominant sentiment in  Amer-
ica is to make current environ-
mental laws even tougher.

*If his West Virginia con-
stituents are any mirror of the
nation and get wind of his plan,
Benedict probably will have to do
some fast talking.

"Interior Department Secre-
tary Jases MWatt already. say have
caused enough turmpil to earn two
spots on the 'Dirty Dozen’ list,
but there’s sure to be roos for
Benedict if his revisions are
approved.”

The story was distributed to
all wmedia in West Virginia, but
got scant coverage. Its release
is believed to be partly the work
of the national Clean Air Coa-
lition. A Benedict staffer has
said that the Congressman is
really not concerned about such
attespts to feed stories into the
sedia because part of Benedict’s
caspaign platfora targeted the
Clean Air Act for major changes,
anyhow -- and Benedict does not
believe that most people are
truly interested in the intrica-
cies of its implementation,
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