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d111ndtd by tnviron111t1lists 1t tht Holly lrovt strip tint prapottd ntlrby Tht innuil fill Rtvifl' of 

tht M. Yi. Hithltndl COitltrYincy 

An anolily in one of Nest 
Virginia' s 10st itportant coil­
producing seals has caused a 
aa jor slowdown in tht expansion 
of what had been planned as the 
United States' largest strip tine 
east of the "issippi, the Island 
Creek Coal Co1pany's 1a11oth $100 
1i 1.1 ion operations half-a-dozen 
ailes south of Buckhannon in Up­
shur County. 

Mhat created the slowdown is 
the failure of a once-protising 
new technique designed to stop 
acJ d drainaage lro• reclai •~d 

~\rit •~n•• · t n ~he \o••r ~it­

tanning ano•aly, the neM tech­
nique just isn't Marking, and 
strip 1ines in the area -- even 
after thorough and painstaking 
reclatation 'by the book• -- are 
still seeping acid 'by the buc­
ketful,' according to state of­
ficials. 

'The present techniques to 
predict acid production are ap­
parentl y not foolproof,• cot­
tented the director of West Vi r­
gini a' s Departaent of Natural 
Resources, Dave Callaghan, the 
tan in charge of issuing or de­
nying all per1its to 1ine coal 
anywhere in Nest Virginia. 

Callaghan Mrote to Island 
Creek earl y this sua~er -- and 
re-iterated it again this week -­
that he will not issue any 1ore 
per1its to the fir1 until efftc­
tive aethods of reclatation are 
developed. 

' It's not a discretionary 
tatter, • he said. 'The law say~ 

if it can't be reclai1ed,' it 
can't be tined. In a letter to 
Island Creek in "ay of this year 
when he i ssued whit he told the 
fir• would be their last per1it 
until new techniques can be de­
veloped, Callaghan said that 
their operations south of Buck­
hannon •have failed to de•on­
strate, in large Ieasure, that 
t ining can be accotplished wit~­
out long-tera Mater quality deg­
radation. 

'Until it is detonstrated 
that reclatation of tnt arta is 
feasible and actually accOI­
plishtd, this depart1ent will not 
consider the issuance of addi­
tional per1its ••• (and) we 
will have no alternative but to 
deny future pertit applications• 
for the operations currently un­
derway. 

Callaghan has also indicated 

that prospects for anyone tlse 
getting a perlit in the _,,, are 
bleak: 'Mt're not tncouraginq 
perait applications in that 
area,• he said flatly. 

The area to which he refers 
covers a broad sweep of one of 
the state's 1ajor coal reserves, 
the tassive, feet-thick lowtr 
Kittanning seal which lances a­
cross the state .froa the north-

east to the southwest. Although 
very dirty, tht coal is under 
dtvtlopllnt by seYtril firts, 
including Island Creek, Dl" Coal 
Coatpny as wtll as LaRosa Futl 
Colpany and its subsidiary, Holly 
Grov~. 

Island Creek, at theit op­
erations near the coatunity of 
Ten "ile south of 41uckhannon, 
have installed i~~ense coal 

Pl111t turn to page t.a 

will bt htld Oct. 3, 4 ltd 5 it 
Mitog1 Shtt 'Pirk. •fht RtYiiW 
provides an opportunity far Con­
servancy attbtrs and fritndl to 
focus on tilfly tnvironllfttil 
concerns darino group outings tnd 
workshops,• according to Skip 
Dttgans, the RevitN's coordint­
tor. 

Dttgtns noted th1~ the Na­
toga Park where the Miview •ill 
bt held is one of Mtst Virginia's 
oldes but finest state parks. 
•ouring the fall, the park af-

CHARLESTON fords the visitor hciliti11 for 
....._.s=._ r ~.::a~-re:~t::::a ~ ..... 113 l--lll::~s:a ~ ~ ~ ~~sa hiking , boatin~a. fhhing, tennh, 
V- SWEAT • SAWB AND SAVVV voJl~b•Jl ancl horub1d riclin9. 
A ~gantown biolatitt protuctl 'Right-of-way .aintenance it Matoga . is - ~ocattd alon9 the 
and W·CA8 offers not an tasy tuk. "anual brush · ~ttnbntr Rntr! a pr~ostd s~r-
a handbook for rioht-of-.ay clttrint ~ clearing is very hard work and n1c and recreational ~IVtr .asch 

can be dangerous if done iaprop- offers excellent canotJng. Ntarby 
~rl y . Part of the danger. c0111 are soee of the finest lilf5tont 
fro• MOrking clost to electrtc caves in the United States.• In 
lines capable of disharging le- addit ion, he noted that the new 
thal shocks if touched by tools Greenbrier Hike and Bike Trail 

, 

· or tree lilbs. Anyone planning to follows the 6reenbritr River a­
do vegetation clearing on long the for1tr C.O railroad btd 
rights-of-May should havt ex- fro1 Cass to lewisburg. The Al­
peritnce with brush-clearing leghtny Trail wandtrs through 
tools and be willing to wk long part of the park, and s1all craft 
and hard hours.• sail ing tay be found on Sherwood 

So concludes the introduc- lake. 
tion to •Handbook for "anual Deegans also pointed out 

·· "aintenance of Power line that for history buffs, the area 
Rights-of-Way,• the product of offers such highl ights as the 
1ore than a year of research and Droop "ountain Battlefield, Pearl 
work by ~rgantown biologist Buck' s restored h01e, the Cass 
Richard Kit•el and others. Jn- Raiiroad and co1pany to•n, and 
tended as a guide for rural the historic district of lewis­
landowners who want to clear burg -- all within easy driving 
their own land rather than have distance. Just north of Matoga 
it sprayed by helicopters Mith are the giant telescopes of the 
aerial herbicides, the sli1 vol- Green Bank Nitional Radio As­
utt was produced with a $17,000 tronoay Observatory which 1onitor 
grant fro• tht Dtpartltnt of En- the galaxies. 
ergy. That toney went through the Conservancy 111ber Bill 
Charleston-based Citizens for '"cNeel of "arlinton has indicated 
Environ~ental Protection. that he has been able to secure 

six cabins at Natoga wh ich are 
'being •held' -- but only briefly 
-- for Conservancy 1e1bers who 
light want to use the• for lod-
•ging during the Review. 

'Th~y can't hold thea for-
CofttinMtd Oft pagt ltVIft 
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AN EMERGENT BCXENCE 
Continutd fr01 tht front pavt 

cleaning facilties and are stor­
ing thousands of tons of the 
washed-out •gob• froa tbe 4pera­
tions behind a 160-foot-high daa. 
The operations ar! linked to the 
tain railroad lines near Buck­
hannon by a specially-built, 
seven-aile-long, high-strength 
railroad designed for the heavy 
tonnages being shippPd out of the 
once-expanding tine siie. The 
first coal was shipped frot the 
site in "arch of 1980 following 
vears of pre-lining developaent. 
By June, a little 1ore than a 
year ago, coal ~as being shipped 
out at the rate of tore tha~ 

100,000 tons per aonth, bitten 
out of the rolling countryside in 
30-cubic-yard gulps by 60,000-
volt electrically-operated shov­
els. 

The firt's plans have been 
ittense. Nith a reported 40,000 
acres under lease in Upshur 
County, the coapany has been 
tining about 20 ac res a aonth, 
etploying about 300 by late sut­
ler of last year , 3 nuaber they 
expected to at least double and 
perhaps treble before peak pro­
duction was· reached. ~ch of the 
coal Mas apparently being shipped 
o~erseas t o Roaania ~here ts\and 
Creek'£ parent cotpany, Occiden­
tal PetroleuM, signed a bil­
lion-dollar agreeaent to ship two 
1i lli on tons of steal coal a year 
fro• now unti l the turn of the 
centur y. t 

All of the various opera­
t ions -- Island Creek, DLH, the 
now-i noperati ve Holly Grove and 
others -- are 1nextri cabl y l in~ed 
because they all fall within the 
saae lower Kittanntng anotaly. 
Callaghan said 'the geology ap­
parent ly changes fairl y abrupl y 
l P a northern secti on of Mebster 
County, the southern port ion of 
Upshur County and a corner of 
Rando lph County.• But, he added, 
•the area is not defined pre­
cisely because there has not been 
that tuch tining.• 

Tbere would have been tore 
had ·it not been for the ob jec­
tions to aining raised by a stall 
cadre of environ1entalists, in­
cluding, aaong others, the 
'Friends of the· Li ttle Kanawh aa 
(FOLK)' and the 'Braxton Envi ­
rontental Action Proqrat <BEAP). • 
BEAP and its sister organization 
'"ountain Strea• "onitors• is 
probabl y best-known for its dir­
ector and chief activist , Rick 
Nebb, while FOlK's acrony1 is 
linked with the Holl y Grove Coal 
Cotpany. Nebb was catapaulted 
into the national litelight when 

he was sued for libel by the Dl" 
Coal Co1pany. Two years ago and 
for 5!1' tite before that, he had 
accused the strip aining industry 
of destroying steaas in the area. 
In a July decision issued by the 
state Suprete Court, however, the 
libel suit was quashed. FOlK is 
known in the state for having 
convinced the U. S. Envi rontental 
Protect ion Agency to prepare an 
environaental itpact statetent on 
Holl y Grove -- the fir st such EIS 
for any coal tine in the East. 

Now, sote of the prelitinary 
work that has gone into the pre­
paration of the Holl y Grove EIS 
tay pave the ~ay for the contin­
ued 1ining of the Kittanning a­
notaly. DNR director Callaghan 
said that he and his staff have 
slated a aeeting with Dr. Frank 
Carrucio of the Uni versity of 
South Carolina for August, a 
aeet ing during which they will 
consider 'the possibility of en­
gaging hia' to develop new tech­
niques to anal yze the overburden 
of the state's strip t ines. 
Overburden is the earth -- soae­
ti•es hundr~ds of feet thick -­
which overlies the coal seat. Put 
down in layers duri ng passed ge­
ol ogi cal eras, it oft!n contains 
dozens of strata and thousands of 
cheaical interrelationships, re­
lationships which 1ust be suc­
cessfull y anal yzed to predict 
what has to be done to prevent 
acid discharge after ai ning is 
COMpleted. 

Dr. Carrucio and others 
produced what has becote knoMn as 
the •carrucio report , • an anal­
ysi s of the overburden at the 
proposed Holl y Grove 'i ne site 
nearby in Upshur County, just a 
stone' s throw fro• the Randolph 
County border in the headwaters 
of the Litt le KanaMha River -­
two stone's throw~ fro• Island 
Creek and DLK. At Holl y Grov~, 
soae oeprations i11ediately pre­
paratory to aining actually began 
soae two years ago but they were 
iapeded by a suit originally 
fil ed in federal court in Elkins, 
then shifted around the state 
before finally being heard by 
Beckley-based federal judge Rob­
ert Ki dd sitting at Clarksburg. 

Mhat arose out of that and 
corollary action was a decision 
by the EPA to prepare an EIS not 
only on the Holly Grove site but 
one that would extend 40 tiles 
downstreaa as well, deep into 
Braxton County. 

A draft decision docuaent on 
that portion of the EIS which 

Pltllt turn to page six 

NO VOXCE? 
We receive complaints about 

non-receipt of issues of the "Voice." 
Often a paper has been mailed _: but 
to what turns out of be a wrong .ad­
dreU. 
Secolld~Jass mail (newlpapers) 

cannot be forwarded. Tbe post olfke, 
in most cases, w.U1 return the address 
label to us <at our COil of 25 cents per 
label) with a corrected address, but 
they, will not send you the paper:' 

Please J¥)tify W. Va. Highlands Con-
servancy, P.O. Box 506, Fairmont, 
wv 26554 of any changes in your mail· 
ing address. 

Seeond-elais poata1e paid at 
Elklat, W. Va. 1114lllllder die PGI&al 
Act ol March S, 1871. 

Mala .,_laeu olftee. are.located at 
P .O. Box llZI, E .. IM. W. Va. 21!41. 

· Poetmaslft'l should address Forms 
357ttoP.O. Box SM. FaJrmoat, W. Va. 
ZG54. 

___ .-,__ . 
-----~-~---~-----~---, I · I 

I I 
I I 
I I 
I -Pieue attaeh a ...... label fro'm 1 
I aa oW eopy o(-the" VOICE" aacl 
J ·p _ae yoar aew adclreM: 

! mD.ILI 
I 
I . 
1 New Address: 
I 
,~~~------~--~-----

: ----------------------~---------------------------
1 
~ W. Va. HiahJande Conservancy 
I SEND TO: P .0 . Box 506 

'-----------~~!~w.y-~-----J 
Hiking Guides - Get Yours 

Cranberry - $3.30 
Monongahela · 

- $3.50 
Plus 50 cents 

postage for EACH 
book ordered 

Send your name, address, city ,St!Jte~ Z~·~' 

along. with a check, money order and 
an indication of the .books you wont to: 

West Virginia HJghlaada Conservancy 
P .0 . Box 501 

Fairmont, WV Z6554 

F>~~~ lr~Cl ........................................................ . 



NEW RIYER GORGE 
THE ENVIRONMENT 
AND ECONOMICS 
Larry Flint finds tht teDftOIY 
teaporarily 10r1 helpful 
than tht tnvironllfttalittt 

The continued lining of sote 
1,000 acres of the New River 
Sorge seets likely to continue 
whenever a' Nf• Jersey-based coal 
fira -- Ca1pbell "ining Co1pany 
-- decides to to~e its equip1ent 
_back frot Virginia and concen­
trate its efforts on tapping re­
serves underlying 56 acre~ of 
coat _}.jftds for Mhich it already 
possesses the necessary pertits. 
That, by the best on-the-scene 
eduate short of ~ spokestan for 
Catpbell ttself, aay be quite 
soae tiae. 

Heading up one front of the 
battle to stop Ca1pbell "ining in 
their tracks is Charleston resi­
dent Richard Flint. Although 
Flint h~s had sote support fro• 
other environaentalists, his at­
teapts to laun~h a head-long at­
hck igainst Ciltpbtl P s tining of 
the Sorge (he sees legil recourse 
a1 th• •os t likely av•nue ~or 

succ•••>, hav~ don• littl• .ore 
-- so -hr -- thin cost hit i lot 
of postage. 

As outlined by Flint in a 
detai 1 eel account of his. e~forts 

which he has· ~ent to a satpling 
of environtental groups around 
the state, the issues began back 
in the spring of 1978. · Then, the 
parent co~pany of Catpbell, DTA 
Associates, Inc., acquired tin­
eral rights for approxitately 
1,000 acres on the east side of 
the NRM River Sorge, i11ediately 
north of Babcock State Park. By 
tid-sutter, Catpbell had applied 
for pertits to tine 130 acres -­
and by late . fall, Congress 
created a national park, a park 
encotpassing DTA's thousand-acre 
tract. · 

By ·hte-winhr, Nest Vir­
gjnia's Departtent of Natural 
Resources had issued a perait' fo 
tine, without -- Flint points out 
with chagrin -- having tade a 
detertination of whether Catp­
bell's right to tine the national 
park was valid or not. Federal 
officials later £onceded that 
such was the case, but also de­
cided later action substantially 
·~orrected' that default. 

Needless to say, Flint found 
that •correction• insupportable 
and has been angling for court 
action to take his point. In 
fact, he even once threatened to 
sue but found he couldn't carry 

through on t~at threat -- no · 
lOney, and the traditional 'legal 
aid' tachinery in ~ tht state, 
faced with tht Reagan adtinis­
tration's hostility toward just 
that kind of case, declined in­
volvetent. 

As recently as late this 
winter, Fl int apparently had 
hoped that Ca1pbell's efforts to 
~ine tight just fall apart. A 
letter fro• Caapbell ' s New Jer­
sey-based president Duncan C. 
Thecker to Dave Callaghan, dir­
ector of the state' s DNR, spoke 
of its not being •feasible to 
aove back at this tiae for only 
50 acres, particularly without 
assurance of our ability to con­
tinue aining beyond that por­
tion.• Thecker's reference is to 
the fact that peraits had only 
been processed for 50 additional 
acres idjicent to the originil 
1'30-acr• ait.e 
•ined. •Havin9 coapl•t•d our op­
tration on the previous ptr1it 
with no certainty of obtaining 
the additional one,• Thecker ex­
plained, •and in order t~ con­
tinue working, we 1oved the bulk 
of our equiptent to Virginia on a 
job we .ere able to contract with 
Pittston. • 

The equiplfnt is still 
there, at ltast accordint to 
lewis Hals~ead, the state in­
spector for the area. In 
aid-July, cotten~ing fro1 his 
offices in Sua-.rsville, Halsteid 
noted the fir• had not yet 
started on their neM pertit -­
but were in the process of re­
claiting their first one, the 
130-acre site. That work, he no­
ted, was being done with a pair 
of rented bulldozers and had been 
underway since the first of July. 

Mowver; Halstead said · he 
didn't really believe that Caap­
bell would begin their new ope­
ations anytite soon. 'Fr01 all 
indications,• he said, •-- and I 
talked to several people 
they're planning on it, but not 
right away • • They aay change 
their tinds,• he added, however, 
suraising that it light 'depend 
on the coal aarket.• 

The intent to return fro• 
Virginia, hoMever, see1s clear. 
In his letter to Callaghan, 
Thecker also pointed out that 

there was •a substantially 
greattr area that we had origin­
ally intended to tine in the 
future.• That intention would 
apparently be able to be ful­
filled -- at least as Thecker 
read the winds -- because of the 
fortuitous intervention of the 
state DNR. 

Just a little tore than a 
1onth aftei Mentioning his fira's 
intent to Callaghan, he wrote to 
the DNR again, this tiae to the 
chief of the reclaaation di vi­
slon, Ji1 Pttsenbarger: 

. •, . , It appears vou were 
~uccessful in having both OSH 
!the U. 5. Office of Surface 
Mining) and the U. S. Forest 
Service reverse their positions, 
and we would like to thank you 
for your effort in accotplishing 
such changes.• 

What had the DMR Mrought? 
Mot a lot, though they'd done it 
interestingly, according to cor­
respondence •hich F\int ~rovi d•• · 

Whit both OS" 1nd tht Forest" 
Strvice had been prtssinqfor was 
that original dettrtination by 
the state DNR of Catpbell ' s right 
to tine, its •valid existing 
rights.• 

In fact , judging froa 
Flint's assetbled correspondence 
in the issue, that valid existing 
right of Catpbell to tine Mas 
easy . to establish. Addressing 
hiaself to the crux of the issue 
in the next to the last sentence 
of a fi ve-paragraph letter, Pit­
senbarger said he found that 
Catpbell's 56-acre pertit· was 
•necessary for the econoaic ex­
traction' of the total reserves 
-- despite the fact that Catpbell 
had aoved out of the area two 
years before. 

The logic of the VER finding 
-- as Flint points aut in his 
scriptures to anybody who'll . 
listen -- could just as easily 
extend to the rest of the 1,000 
-acre tract. 

Flint 's fears aay or aay not 
be grounded. On the sate day that 
Pitsenbarger wrote to Ellison, he 
also penned another letter . to 
Thecker in New Jersey, clearly 
using Thecker's earlier letter to 
Callaghan as background: 

•t can appreciate your con­
cern regarding the possibility of 
future tining operations in this 
area,• he wrote in a one-page e­
pistle. •The proble• of Valid 
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Existing Rights for tining within 
the New River Sorge National 
River area 1ust be reviewed for 
each application and tay vary 
fro• site to site, hoNever for 
aining on areas with disturbance 
fro• mining !highNalls) prior to 
Aug 3, 1977 I believe Mould b£ 
sufficient for 'VER'.• 

Yet that sate day's letter 
to Ellison in Su1aersville aade 
no 1ention of highwalls, only of 
Catpbell's •necessary• econo•ics. 

Fl int believes •a lawyer is 
needed to argue that the second 
stripping perait is not needed 
for the value of the whole oper­
ation or of the first site. Of 
course, the question of procedure 
gets highl y technical and inter­
pretive. Ca1pbell "ining only had 
the one original site going and 
in the lfantiae the New River 
Gorge National River Mas created 
which protects such lands. Is 
this original aining operation or 
ts the other land of the 1,000-
atre \rtt\ ton~\~ere~ the opera-
tion? I~ the new strip aininq 
so1ehow necess1ry to aaintain, 11 

a whole, the value of the first 
~ite's operation? ••• 

•Jf the other lands . of the 
1,000-acre tract are considered 
the whole opeation, •hat defines 
those areas iS a stripping oper­
ation and what is the value of 
that operation? Just because they 
retained 1,000 acrrs of tineral 
rights does not prove their in­
tent to choose only one alterna­
tive aethod of tining -- strip-

ping. If so, they should have 
bonded and applied for stripping 
peraits on all lands. The cotpany 
was aware that the area was under 
serious consideration as a Na­
tional River and that OS" regu­
lations prohibit surface tining 
in such designated areas. They 
chose not·to apply for stripping 
the Mhole tract or even to deep 
tine their ainerals, Mhich still, 
of course, could retain the value 
of the property. 

•There is no question that 
Catpbell ' s neMest perait is ad­
jacent to or next to the original 
site. But if the above questions 
are to be answered and the need 
for test does not work , surely, 
then, the tining coapany' s future 
third per1it will also have to be 
adjacent to the first site ••• 
This tight be hard for a cotpanv 
to do -- al•avs touching base 
Mith the original strip site ••• 

'Petitions and pr~est let­
ters to Conqren•~n and the "· 
va. DNR cannot hurt 1n voicing 
citizen opinions conctrninq the 
strip lining in the Sorfe •••• 
Waters aay be tested for coapli­
ance •ith the regulitions and •• 
• Citizen participation in the 
subsequent inspection follow-up 
is tandat·ed by IaN. lt just could 
be that aining operations will 
bec011 too risky or unprofitable 
for further stripping •••• • 

Flint tay be reached at 220 
Lota Road, Charleston, MY 25314, 
phone 346-4236 or (office) 
344-8315. 

AROUND THE STATE 
TRAVELl:NB 
NATURE•s COURSE 

Two tore field trips spon­
sored by the M. Ya. Chapter of 
the Nature Conservancy retain for 
the year, one set for Aug. 22 to 
delve into Cathedral State Park, 
the other for Sept. 12 and a tour 
of the National Fisheries Center 
at Leetown. 

. 
The two are the last in a 

series of six which had been 
slated for the Conservancy' s 
1981's series •Traveling Nature's 
Course.• The others had included 
guided visits to the Boaz "arsh 
in Mood County; a vi sit to the 
banks of the 6reenbrier River at 
Wataga State Park in Pocahontas 
County; to Saudineer Knob in 
Randolph County for a look at the 
Cheat Houn~ain salatander, and to 

Brant .County for a look at the 
Conservanqo' s Greenland Gap Na­
ture Preserve. 

Persons interested in the 
Cathedral State Park visit shoul~ 
contact the trip's leader, Ken 
Carvell , forestor, Rt. 7, Box 
604, "orqantown, Nest Vi rqinia 
1304-292-79~0). The fisheries 
center tour is being led by David · 
M. "cDanifl 1 the center ' s assis­
tant director of operations at 
LeetoMn, Rt. 3, Box 40, Kear­
neysville, NV 25430 (304-725-
8460' 

Further inforaation is also 
available fro• the Nature Con­
servancy' s field of fi ce at 1100 
Quarrier Street in Charleston, NV 
25301 (304-345-4350) , 

PABE THREE 
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ATDP THE KITTANNI NG SEAM 
OF TXME AND RXVERS•THE PROBLEMS OF CD~L, 
THE SUPREME COURT AND ENVXRDNMENTALXSM 
Rick Mtbb, Ntst Viroinia'l 1o1t volatile tnviron~~ntalist, 
tttroes victorioul frat battle with Dl" Coal to find hitstlf fact to fact 
with tht Ill! old proble11 -- now.tven closer to hate 

"In this country, the laws 
ought to apply to the coal cot­
panies, too.• 

Those are the words -- and 
if we believe hi• -- the itpetus 
of Nest Virginia ' s preaiere en­
virontental activist. Though he'd 
been working in the f1eld for 
yeirs. he was not really thrust 
into statewide -- and just as 
rapidly into nat1onal -- lile­
light until DL" Coal Co1pany de­
cided, Webb believes, it had 
better shut hi• up once and for 
all. 

'I think they brought the 
cast because they thouqht I'd 9et 
on their case agai~,· Webb nOJ 
suraises. 

Nhat they did, of course, 
was sue hi1 for $200,000 charging 
hi1 with libel in connection with 
cotplaints he' d 1ade to federal 
and state officials and with a 
newsletter in which he alleged 
that coal lining had destroyed 
Iiles of trout streaes. 

The suit becate nothing less 
than a celebrated cause, con­
verging -- as nothing before had 
ever been able to -- the at­
f!ntion of a host of national 
environaental organizations on 
the aodern-day proble1s of Arpa­
lachian coal lining. 

Strangely, though the case 
cast DL" and other coal coapanies 
in a bad light -- sylpathetic 
coverage caae fro• the New York 
Tiaes, Charles Kuralt ' s •sunday 
"orning• as well as, aost re­
centl y, ABC' s ·~ightLine• -- it 
nevertheless did what Nebb be­
lieves it set out to do. 

It effectively tied hit up 
for aonth after 1onth after aonth 
and -- perhaps aore iaportantly 
-- did achieve that 'chilling• 
effect Mhich Nebb and his attor­
neys feared. Thus, despite the 
action of the W. Va. Supreae 
Court in upholding Webb' s First 
A1end1ent rights, those rights 
Mere abridged for 1onth after 
1onth after 1onth. 

And he believes aany others 
Mere siai larl y silenced. 

He wi l l tell you the reason, 
and his tone is soaber: "It can 

pretty well t'i pe you out if yol! 
have to go to court, • 'fie 
e~ pJains, especially if the per­
son sued for libel has to pay his 
own legal costs. Webb did not, of 
course, because the national at­
tention focused on the Cise at­
tracted offers fro• the nation'~ 

topaost attorneys. 
•t know it scared a lot oi 

people around Island Creek, • Nebb 
says with certainty. There, just 
over the aountain fro• the DL" 
operations which got Nebb intc 
hot water in the first place, 
Occidental Petroleul Corpora­
tion's lining ara, the vast Is­
land Creek Coal Coepany is still 
in the process of deve\opinq what 
they have touted as th~ largest 
strip 11ne in the eastern United 
States, a aa1aoth operation de­
siqn to tap th2 (by eastern 
standards\ voluainous reserves of 
coal in the Kittanning sea1. Is­
land Creek has been buying land 
iq the area lor a decade -- and 
is still on the tarch after aov­
ing in 'onstrous, 60,000-volt 
stripping ·shovels, building ~even 
ai les of a special, high-strength 
railroad spur to ship their coal 
out of the 1o~otains and 
doMn to the oceans for shipaent 
to Roeania. 

The tenor of subaerged rage 
that infuses Wtbb's flurries of 
infor1ation -- that welter of 
facts and figures that have be­
coae his tradeaark as in federal 
and state regulatory circles -­
that tenor still co1es through 
Mhen peoplf ask ,hil how he feels 
a~out "winning• the libel suit . 
As he told Robin Toner, a repor­
ter for the Char1eston Dail y "ail 
Mho was Mriting a piece on Webb 
for the Sunday edition of the New 
York lites: 

••hat I tell people when 
they ask that is that nothing has 
changed. • That, if anything, is 
the 'aessage' Webb has: 

Strip tining of the Buck­
hannon Ri ver's watershed -- once 
one of the purest and 1ost pris­
t ine in the state and the East -­
is still continuing in violation 
of federal and state laws: 

-- Dave Callag~an, the di­
rector of the M. Va. Depart1ent 
of Natural Resources, "riting to 
Tal1adge "oslev, the president of 
the northern division of Island 
Creek Coal on the occasion of 
issuing another per1it for the 
fire to strip tore · of Upshur's 
Kitanning: •. • • Your optrations 
. • • have failed to detonstrate, 
in large Ieasure, that tining can 
be accoaplished without long-ter• 
water quality de9radation. 

'In issuing this per1it, 
have done so over the objection 
our recla1ation inspector for 
your operation and his super­
visor, both of whoa believe. 
based on past perforaance£ bv 
your cotpany, and others, and a 
~no-ledge of the geology of the 
~rea, that recl.:.ation ·is not 
technicall y feasible. Kost of the 
technical staff in this depart­
lent agree with his conclusions. 
YOU "UST UNDERSTAND THAT STATE 
AND FEDERAL LAM SPECIFICALLY 
PROHIBITS THE ISSUANCE OF "INING 
PER"lij WHERE RECLA~TIDN IS NOT 
FEASIBLE. " 

Nhile the eephasis is added, 
the director added· his own el­
phasis, going on to cite two 
sections of the W. Va. Code, one 
of Mhich states that the purpose 
of the law is to 'assure that 
surface lining operations are not 
conducted where recla1ation •.• 
is ~ot feasible;• and the other 
of which, Callaghan pointed out, 
provides that •no perait • • • 
aay be approved unless the ap­
plicant affiraatively deaon­
strates and the director finds in 
writ inq, on the basis of infor­
aation set forth in the appli­
cation or fro• inforeation oth­
erwise available, which shall be 
docuaented in the app~oval and 
aade available to the applicant, 
that • • • the applicant has 
detonstrated that reclaaation • • 
. can be acco1plished under the 
reclaaation plan contained in the 
perait application.' 

And Callaghan continued, 
noting that the approval of the 
per1it was based on Island 

Creek1 ~ protises that its con­
tinuing operations would be ac­
coaplished •without adverse water 
quality effects• --and he wrote, 
flatly, that until the feasibil­
i:v and actual accoaplish1ent of 
successful reclaaation is 
achi'tved, 'this departaent wi 11 
not cons1der the issuance of ad­
ditional per1its. If the acid 
production proble1s associated 
with your present operations are 
not corrected by your proposed 
reaedial 1easures, we will have 
no alternative but to deny future 
pertit applications for Island 
Creek's Ten "ile operations. Such 
denials will be 1andated by law 
and are not discretionary ••• • 

Nhi le Island Creek continues 
its operations half a dozen tiles 
fro• Buckhannon up the ri ver 's 
tributaries, DL" Coal is also 
extending .its operations as well 

.... 



and, closer to ~here Webb hiaself 
l i ve~ in Braxton County, Brook~ 

Pun Coal Coapany has begun oper­
ations in the Kittanning, di­
rectl y under Mebb'~ 1ountain. 

He says he saw it co1ing a 
long tiae ago, and, in fact, his 
prescience was the reason for 
becoting involved in the first 
place. 

'Ne caae back here to find a 
~art I could afford, to find a 
lifestyle that wasn't such a 
struggle with the rest of hulan­
it ·. ' He speaks fondl y of his 
grapes, his blueberries and 
raspberries, all sending their 
roots into the deep, loa1y soil 
of his aountaintop. 'The place 
has a lot of potential. • • It ' s 
•Y lifetiae's inveshent, • he 
re•ar ks. Mhen he observed the 
operations in neighboring Upshur 
County, ·atop the sa•e sea• that 

' 

underlies his own fara, he de­
cided that 'if the law .is not 
applied here, it won't be appl ied 
anvwhre.• 

The proble•, he savs, is 
that 'nothing ever happens unless 
so1ebody sticks his neck out.• 
DLK' s hatchet-like libel suit 
forced a lot of people who light 
have stuck their neck out in 
protest to pull it back in again. 
For those who did protest. 'it 
did no good. • • legal action, • 
he says, .'is the only thing that 
works. 

'They don 't deny per1its, • 
he explains . 'Me 've got a 'coal 
econoay,' and trying to regulate 
the industry -- well, they've got 
1ore power than you realize.• 

Nebb still aarvels when, in 
the aidst of the libel suit by 
DLK, Brooks Run Coal began to 
start up their deep aining oper-
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ations. He began firing off pro­
tests, doing his research -- he 
averages, he says, one 'Frttdoa 
of Infortation Act (fOJA)' re­
quest each week, keeping tabs on 
~that's goi.ng on -- and suddenly, 
one dJy, he was invited to Ro•­
noke to the fira's corporate 
headquarters. A pri vite jet, 
dispatched froa Virginia, whisked 
hil out of the state that aorn­
ing, over to the coastal plain 
for a 45-tinute discussion, then 
whisked hit back in t iae for 
lunch. 

Mebb suraises that Brooks 
Run did not feel the aeeting was 
as product ive as they had hoped 
it aight be. 

Yhe problet, Nebb says his 
experience has shown hia, is that 
the only ones involved in the 
process are those who are 'get­
ting burRed' and those who get 
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their jobs fro• coal. •The t9 per 
cent of the people who are 'for 
conservation' sit back as spec­
tators and are kind of a1used by 
the process: they see it as a • , 
, process between two forces.• 

But Nebb says the individual 
really •can't ithieve anything 
without totally focusing (his) 
life on it.• Nhat happened, he 
explained, siaply, is that he 
spent virtually his entire life 
in ltarning the la~s. learning 
how to aonitor water quality. 
talking to txperts in the field. 
And it -as one such expert, state 
DNR fish biologist Don 6aspar of 
French Creek, who gave hit the 
infor1ation which -- when Mebb 
began talking about it and wri­
ting about it -- landed hit in 
hot water with DLK and apparently 
precioitated the libe\ suit. ~tbb 
says everybody knew 6aspar was 
the source of the inforaation -­
so auch so, in fact, that Mtbb 
says he wa1 once told <whilst 
sitting ·in the 1idst of an acid 
seep) that Gaspar's efforts tight 
get his brains beaten out 'with a 
wet rope • • • that'.s the first 
tiae I'd heard that,• he adait­
ted. 

In any case, Mebb points out 
that his coaplaints werf anything 
but 'frivolous' as the Dl" suit 
alleged. They Mere so lacking in 
fri volity, in fact, that during 
four days of i~terrogation by 
Dl"' s attorneys, Ntbb !except for 
one da~ when he refused to say 
anything at all l kept giving DLK 
1ore and aore infortation -- over 
the objections of his own as­
tounded attorneys Mho urged hi• 
Ito avoid the legalese they aiqht 
.have used) to shut up. 

But 'I wanted to educate 
thea,• he said. 

That desire, cf course, Mas 
what led to the libel suit in the 
first place: Webb 's penchant for 
digging out inforaatton Mith 
FOIA's; canoei ng up streaas to 
take water saaples; using a tel­
ephoto lens to zero in on such 
•state-of-the-art• technology as 
treating acid seeps with sodi ua 
hydroxt de pellets duaped fro• a 
ripped open bag off the back of a 
truck; drawing taps of opera­
tions; and publ ishing his results 
-- or even just talking about 

thea. 
Nhile his activities aay not 

have been as successful as he or 
others aight have l iked, his 
right to pursue such activities 
•as upheld by the Supreae Court 
-- and therein, in the Court ' s 
own language, lies the opportu"­
ity for 'free exchange of ideas' 
leading to 'robust debate,• a 
debate which 1s the hall1ark of 
~aer itd'5 'collective genius•. 
That is the victory which eatrqtd 
for Webb and others willing to 
'stick their ntcks out.• 

'We shudder,• the state's 
justices wrott in the final par­
agraph of a ll·pa9e opinion pen­
ned by Darrell ~&raw, •to think 
of the chill our ruling would 
have on the extrcise of First 
Atendaent rights ~tre we to allo. 
thi~ \a•,uit to ~rotetd. lhe co1t 
to society in t~res tof theJ 
threat to our Jibery .tnd fretdoa 
is beyond calculation. This cost 
would be esptcially high were we 
to prohibit the free exchange of 
ideas on such pressing social 
tatters as surface lining. Sur­
face tining, and energy develop­
tent generally, are tatters of 
great public concern. Coapeting 
social and econoaic interests art 
at stake. To prohibit robust de­
bate on these questions would 
depr ive society o~ the benefit of 
its collect ive thinking and, in 
the process, destroy the free 
e~change of ideas which is the 
adhesi ve of our deaocracy. Our 
detocratic systea is designed to 
do the will of the people, and 
when the people cannot express 
their will, the systea fails. It 
is exactly this type of debate 
which the First Alendaent pro­
tects; debate intended to in­
crease our knowledge, to illus­
trate our differences and to 
harMonize those di ~ er ~ncr ~ in 
order to fora a •ore perfect un­
ion. Me see this dispute betMeen 
the parties as a vigorous ex­
change of i ~eas Mh ich is aore 
properly •1thin the pol1t1cal 
arena than tn the courthouse. To 
hold otherwise would be to iso­
late ourselves tn ignorance and 
to depr ive soctety of the col­
lective genius upon which our 
ctvi lization depends. This we 
1ust never allo". ' 
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~~~! "This is the first tinw in my nwmory that :~:~ 
~:~: the Country's chief conservation officer has ;:;: 

AN EMERBENT 
Continutd froa pagt bo 

BC'J:ENCE 

:=.·: .. : been an anti-environnwntalist. " 1ormer Sen. ::.::. '' dealt Mith the Holly Grove site 
~;~: Gaylord Nelson. ' ~:~: i tse If was to have been issued in 
~ ~ 

·.=.: .. ===:.. W.att 's w;~On,g ? ·==~.=·==:.: late April but ... as delayed for •national policy• reasons, rea-
:::: • • • • :::: sons which were expanded in in-··•· .•.. :::: :::: tervi ews with EPA 1s Phil ci-
~· N 

~~~~ In a few short months Secretary of the J]~: delphia-based staff to 1ean the 
:::: 1 nterior James Watt, forftter head of the :::: agency was anxious to protect the 
:::: Mountain States Legal Foundation - Supported the relaxation of :~~ environaent as well as -. allow the 
:::: which was created to thwart e strip mining regulations . . . :::: coal industry to tap its resour-
;;~~ vironmental· regulations, has: ~~~~ ces. 
==== -- " ... - Declared a moratorium on :::: The. reason for thetr con-

i.i .. :.1 ~--,,, ~~ ~k ~=~~.u i:;:~~~gh of mo~:r;eo~~i~~aa~~ .l .. ll. ~:;;;\ :h•it ••;:;di :::d thet~:;ru~~: 
~ \ ....... ~ver before are now visiting parks . . . lining of the Holl y Grove site 

1.;1.1 .. ~ \ \,.. ~- Proposed " unlocking" rnany .. !::~·.!.:.; ::~~~c::~~
1
\~~dth~~ P~~!~~~~.0\~~ 

. \ \.. of the 500 million-plus federal acres pristine strealfls in the area --
:;.; \ ·\under his protection, so that they can be :::: even if reclat~bon were earned 

~~~ \ ''l{~d for mining, timbering and grazing . 111: :::ti~~~:·;~v . fac~:rr:~~:· :.,,:~~~ 
} \ ·..... :::: close to what ~tas actually bei nq 
:::: \ ·... - Endorsed proposed legisla- ;:;: ex perienc~d at Island Creek as 
~;~: \ tion that would make it easier for oi I and ~~~l well ~s Dl"' s operations -- a 
:l:~ timber interests to prevent Congress :~:i fact which 11ay explain Call a-
~:~: from designating any new wilderness :::: ghan' s interest in engaging hit. 
t areas in national forests. . . ~~~~ bst Virginia's current 
~~ ~~ •state-of-the·art• technology in 
~:~ ''This administration is in the mainstream - Favored opening four areas ~~1 overburden analysis us developed 
:~:~ of the environmental movement · · · .. James off the California shore to oil and gas ex- :::: cooperatively by the state, in-
::.::. Wan (quoted in the May 25. 1981 issue of V. \ t' ;:~. dustrv and scientists at "· \Ia. p ora. ton . . . ~. 

~:} S. Newa and World Report) E:Ei University, a task force asse•-
~~ ~~ bled a few years ago which pro-
;::: :~:~ duced a neH, recottended tech-
;~~~ DISAGREE? ~:~: ni que tthi ch has been in use , ever 
:l:l SAY SO BY JOINING THE :~:j since. Basically, it involves the 
:::: W. VA. HIGHLANDS CONSERVANCY! ~:~: isolation during the 1ining pro-· r _,, ·-·-···-.. -... ---·"-""""' ......... """"""""l ~:~· .~~~~~d.:f ::~ic lb~~~ti:::.~~ 

', Wes,VlrginlalllghlandaCoaaervancy Mem. be~shl.1!_ '= quent consolidation in a •sand-
& with' of alkaline aaterials sus-

pended several feet above the 
1
1 

)> I floor .of the strip pit. The 
I •sandwich' is then buried and 

' 

'"0'"0 I surface "ater diverted a"ay. 
Name ..._ The problea, Callaghan ex-

1 Street .... plained, is that while the aethod 
il... Ci.ty 8 has "or ked vi rtuall v everytdfere 
• State ~ else in the state Mhere it has 

ZIP .... I been used, it has failed in the i J 0 : Telephone · Kittanning ano1aly in Upshur, I ::J Webster and Randolph counties. 
i: How auch larger the anotaly aay 
---------------- be is not clear , he said, because 

~ Individual Regular M~m~r at 110 t»t!r y~ar Hr~uni~.Mtiuual ICe·~eulur Mt·tniH•r 111 I:ZO I" '' yt•at r the tecnique itself involves o-i Individual AllllOC:iate Memlw.r at 120 rw.r y .. u Or~nni7.utiunu l ,\,. .. of'ia~lt· Me·mhe•r ••• 1.141 , ... , y•·•r verburden analysis and corollary 
I Individual Su8taining Mt:mber at ISO'"'' r···u Hr~eunilollliumtl :-.u .. tninin~e l\1e·n•h··r ut 160 I"'' )'t'llf predictions on individual sites. 

1:. ----------------
1
•our predictihons• ~dn th~ anoaa-

' ous ar.ea, e sal , are not 
i Type MemberKhip Ue8ir•·cl turning out. • He said a recta-
: Total Amount Enclmtecl i aation inspector and ~is super-i 1= visor -- Frank Shreve and 'Rocky' 

Uuh' Parsons -- have 'lived on the 

l
i SEND TO: 1 site for hto years' to insure 
= 11 that Island Creek 'folloMed their 
• W. Va. Highlands Conservancy Silo(nntur•· reclaaation plan to the lethr , i p 0 8 !::ILL o • · · ox"'"' i . . Ne,re convinced, • he said, 

l
j Fairmont, WV 26554 ::i that .the plan Mas followed pre-

cisely. 

i. _ ...... --·--" ................ " ............................... J 'But acid discharges are - .................... _ ... __ _ 
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occurring anyway,• he pointed 
out; adding that the science is 
still •sottwhat in its infancy • 
• , We're looking for · refined 
ways to predict• what the outcote 
"ill be Calliqhan explained. ~and 

"e,re going to txplart all of 
thea. • He indicated he "as hope­
fut · Carrucio1 s technqiues Mould 
be fruitful. 

For it~ ,part, Island Creek 
ha~ indicated it ~ill do Mhatever 
is necessa,ry to correct the cur­
rent problems o+ acid production 
and prevent ones froa occurrinq 
in the future. 

HWe sh3re your cocnern,u 
wrote Island Creek,s northern 
dt vision president Taltadge "os­
lP.y of Craigsville, ~that o~e 

hundred percent effecti veness 1n 
acid water prevention has not yet 
been achieved." His Jetter was 
addressed to Frank Shreve, the 
on-site inspector who had recoa­
aended that their neNest pertit 
for b7 acres be denied until such 
tite as the coapany had conclu­
sively proven that they could 
control acid seeps froa reclaited 
sites. ". . . "' ~re proceeding 
with an extensive drilling •nd 
aonitorinq progra1 to deter1ine 
Mhat other sources of water, if 
any, aav be contributing tp the 
seeps. Ne are closely aonitoring 
quality and floM rates of the 
seepage and valley fill rock core 
discharge$, and "111 utilize our 
drilling proorat to aonitor ex­
istence and flow of water within 
the fill. 

•Additional testing of fill 
1aterials is also planned. Th~s 
prograa will provide us "ith the 
knowledge to find and eli1inate 
other fa~tors which 1ay be con­
tributing to the seepage. • . 
Further., we are prepared to re­
excavate portions of the back­
f i 1 1, if necessary, t·p deterai ne 

· and correct the causes of the 
seepage • . • 

•we respectfully request 
that, based on what you have seen 
and heard of our technical abil­
ities, our efforts, and our col­
tittent to the success of this 
project, that you re-evaluate 
your position and recotaend that 
our pending per1it application • 
.• . be approved.• 

An internal DNR teao 12 days 
later frot Shreve opened Mith the 
sentence: 'I have re-evaluated ay 
position on this perait and have 
not changed ay recoatendation •• 
. the botto1 line in this and any 
other situation is the final 
product on the ground,• 



THE ALLEGHENY FRONT 
XNTENBE STORMS 
AND ALUMNXNUM RAXNS 
Dolltpours art 111ft to nactrbatt 
tht dntruction of 11ttnhtd1 

The ftountain St.ate's high­
land starts -- .ell-known for 
their suddenntss and intensity-­
tay be a substantial contributing 
factor to the increasinq degree 
to Mhich acid rain is itpacting 
the region ' s streats and rivers. 

A study released in late 
July by scientists at DartiOUth 
College and Cornell and Syr~cuse 
university shaMs not only that 
alutinut acidity in lakes and 
streats cOifs fr01 nearby soils 
but also that the acidity gets 
worse in sudden downpours Mhen 

PRDM:IB:INa .. 
Cofttinutd froa Pitt tioht 

Appalachia ' s steep tountains, 
rivers and streats, cl1ffs and 
farts. Tests sitilar to those at 
Pricetown were conducted in Ala­
bata in the 1950's, but they were 
not successful. • 

ftartin and the staff at 
"organtoMn write with sote pride 
of the extensiveness of their 
environtental tonitoring prograt. 
•The environtental prograt ' in­
stituted for the Pricetown I 
fi~ld tP~t "roved to bt A05t ef­
fecti ve in following a hydrologic 
disturbance which occurred just 
prior to test shutdown,• they 
wrote in a prelitinary anal y~ is 

of the envi rontental itpacts. 
What had happened, they 

noted in their report , was that 
one o~ the well casinQs had rup­
tu~ed 205 feet belo• the ground. 
~The disturbance was t3ni fested 
b ~ a foul taste and odor, an in­
creased phenol lev!l 3nd a change 
in the che'1~try of the ~hallow 

ground•ater. Scheduled satpl1ng 
and saaple anal yses showed that 
the water quality returned to 
nortal baseline levels within a 
few weeks; however, tonitoring is 
continuing to detertine any pos­
sible long-tert effects. 

'Since the hydrologic dis­
trubance was traced to a ruptured 
well casing, it is apparent that 
an iaproved design for injec­
tion/production wtll coepletions 
is necessary. Nell cotpletions 
tust be such that tht expansion 
of the casing resulting frot 
thertal gradients can be accoa­
todattd in a controlled tanner. 

'Chetical changrs havt btrn 
recorded in the water fFOI a deep 
well which is located within ap­
proxiaately 70 feet of the burn 
cavity. The changes are tost 
likely a result of the tigrition 
of pollutants through very stall 

whatever natural alkalinity the 
soil tay contain does not have 
tite to counteract the chetical 
reactions. 

The scientists said that 
acid rain faliong on the ground 
starts a two-step chetical pro­
cess: al10st as soon as the rain 
penetrates a thin layer of soil , 
·lost of the nitric and sulfuric 
acids fro• the rain are replaced 
by alutinut acids frot the soil; 
if the rain falls slowly, addi-• 
tional reactions between the a-
lulinui-acid solution and alka-
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fractures. Long-terl changes are 
still being tonitored •.. • 

A suttary of a technical 
report shortly after the conclu­
sion of the project speaks just 
as highly of the technological 
ithieve,ent as •ell. 

•For the first tite in the 
United States, a deep, thin seat, 
swelling <the Loal swelled to as 
tuch as twice its oriqinal·volute 
•hi le burning) bitutinous co~l 

has been gas1fied su~cessfully 1n 

situ. The test . • • was of rel­
ativel y s1all scale since the e­
quivalent of onl y 735 tons o~ 

coal were affected during the 
four tooth burn. The inforaation 
obtained, however , sho~s unques­
tionably that in situ gasifica­
tion of higher-ranked, s•ell1ng 
coals is feasible and, perhaps. 
is both a~v~ntageous and deslr­
t~b le. 

•Ever ~· •~ jor objectl ve set 
out for the test was tet and, in 
~everal instances, exceeded. 
Preignition coal seat pressure 
and flow testing yielded valuable 
infortation concerning possible 
linkage paths which were valida­
ted in subsequent phases of the 
test. The deep coal seat was ig­
nited easily using a sitple, in­
expensive and reliable ignition 
atthod • • • wtll linkagts were 
established • • • over two coal 
sections of different l'"gth and, 
in one link, the flate front was 
successfully prapogated a second 
titt in a dirtction opposite to 
t~at of the intitial link. Gasi­
fication was achievtd and the 
relatively stable process was 
sustained for an extended period. 
The daily energy production dur­
ing the gasification period was 
roughly equivalent of that of an 
eastern natural gas well under 
nor1al production conditions.• 

line tinerals such as sodiu1 an 
calciut being released slowly 
frot the rock beneath the soil 
will neutralize the acids. 

But if it rains heavily, as 
in a thunderstort or iS in the 
torrential .downpours associated 
Mith the western slopes of the 
Allegheny Front in the highlands 
of the state, the water does not 
stay in the soil long enough for 
the alutinut to be neutralized. 

One stopgap ttasure sug­
gested was treating lakes, 
streats and surrounding soils 
with powdered litt. The scien­
tists said such a strategy could 
litit the datage. 

DILLEY~s MILL 
SPRUCE-UP 

Spruce-up operations for the 
Allegheny Trail in the Seneca 
State and Calvin Price state 
forests -- as well as work on the 
Trail's •aissing link• between 
Durbin and Cass -- both will be 
etphasized during the upcoting 
Sept. 11, 12 and 13 fall aeeting 
o~ th• ~. Va. Scenic Tr~i ls As­
soci at ion. 

Other activities, according 
to the Association's July-August 
newsletter, include slide shows, 
the quarterl y board 1eeting as 
well as "fun hikes.• 

REVIEW 
Continued frat front page 

ever,• "arns "cNee}, 3nd he urged 
interested •e•ber~ to contact hi! 
by letter ~r telephone on or be­
fore the fir~t of Septetber. H i ~ 

ho•e phone is 3Q4-799-436Q wh1 le 
his office phone is 799-4973. H1s 
address is 1118 Second Street, 
"arliAton, NV 24954. 

He said that there are two 
basic sizes of cabins, a cabin 
for four •which holds si x,• and a 
cabin for si x •wnich holds nine.• 
ln addition, a pair of catp­
grounds is available as well, at 
least one of which has a ihower­
house. 

Cost-per-person will vary, 
he said, frat tlS to t22 per 
person, depending on the occu­

. pancy rate of the cabin. 
Additional infortation about 

the Fall Review -- including reg­
istration forts -- will ippear in 
the Septetber issue of the VOICE 
or 1ay be obtained fr01 Skip 
Deegans, Box 564, lewisburg, NV 
24901. 
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BROOMALL, PA. 
TREES • ·w :I LDL :I FE 
AND THE USES OF EACH 
Tht Fortst Strvict product• Trees provJ;e 
the chiptunk's COIPUttr hates for 1any varie­

ties of wildlife as 

SlOE A 

weil as kindling and 
logs for firewood. One 
tree can ' t serve both 
purposes, but does it 
have to be a chice of 
one or the other? 

That ' s the ques­
tion asked -- and ans­
wered -- by a sl ide 
chart devised by biol-
09ists working for the 
U. S. Departtent of 
Agriculture's Forest 
Service's Northeastern 
Forest Experitent Sta­
tion. By sliding the 
center tab, letters 
indicating relative 
values appear in the 
~indaws 1arked •value 
to wildlife• and •value 
as firewood. • 

For instance, in 
the exatple shoMn, 

nrttogen avarfabtluy 

birches are generally 
rated •excellent• as 
fireMood and •good• for 
-.ildlife. ln all, 28 
other species of trees 
are rated on t"o sides 
o+ he paperboard chart. 
Actual size is three­
and-one-half by eight­
and-one-half inches. 

CMOOIINQ TMIIRT UIE Copies of the 
Is I lOg ill 1111 MIDdpll wor\11 I bird In tile buill? lncrlllinO "*VY .-IS 

llld 1111 COIWillulng ,_. ol wildlill pia COIIIicllne ....,... on btll 
~ Flr'Nood CU111r1 m1y _... wmlll. Mllllli. 01llalll 

The C11111 .,_ '*" Ml llllp ln INking Clloltes IIIII ._ - W1nlll 
llld _.... Twenty·nft kWidS ol IIIII n 1-.!lar .,_.-._to 

chart tNE-INF-40-BU 
are available in lia­
ited nutbers frot the 
Publicat1ons Section. 
USDA Fore~t Service, 
370 Reed Road, Brool­
all, PA 19008, or te l­
ephone 215-461-3107. 

p.1111 olwlllllll*ils llld lllllt value a bMiod Tilt lllinOin,OiftO 
llld do 1101 ttllt1 ljiiCiflcs SUCh a I wao~~·s llndlnty to ll*t. IIIII do lilly 
"- ,_ ••. , ...... vM ~..,. • 

VAIIIETY • 11tl KlY 
Btologlsls o11w cn rull oii!IUII'CI to IIIIICIII lucl 11111 1 c:hca ~ 

wooo f1l ....... 11W • VM1IIy ol WN1 lilt 11M rrwr, dlllnnl !I** ol 
1r. 1.111CU1 by I'IMWSIInO hrewood tr'tlllly 110m 1'-INI n mlllllllundllll 
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BEC~.:LEY . 
NEW RXVER 
SVMPDSXUM 

The New River Sorge National 
River of the Nahonal Park Ser­
vice and the M. Ya. Dtparttent of 
Culture and History are jointly 
sponsoring a three-day New River 
Sy1posiut scheduled for "•Y of 
1982 at the federal ftine Safety 
and Health Adtinistrition Acadtty 
near 8eckl ey. 

The tulti-disciplinary sy•­
posiut is open to all those with 
a professional or avocational 
interest in the Mew River, froe 
its North Carolina headwaters 
doMn to its touth in West Vir­
ginia. The sytposiut organizers 
are see~ing pap!rs in natural 
history, folklore, geology, his-

tory, archaeology, geography, and. 
other sciences, social sciences 
and the huaanities. All papers 
should share the cotton thete of 
treating 1011 aspe~t of the New 
River valley, past or present, 
including its nitural, physical , 
and/or hutan environtents, c: the 
interrelation of then. Propoul.s 
for sessions and panel discus­
sions are also sou9ht. 

Proposals are dut by Dec. 
lof this year and should be ad­
dressed to Ken Sullivan at the W. 
Ya. Departtent of Culture and 
History, the Cultural Center in 
the Capitol Cotpltx, Charleston, 
WV 25305. Phone (304) 348-0220. 
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PRICETOWN . 
PRDMXSXNB. HXBH-TECHNDLDBV TECHNXQUES 
FOR TAPPXNB APPALACHXA•s DEEP RESERVES 
RtHJrchtrt at 11areut0111 dtvtlap an appll'tntl y uft lithod · 
for burning coal undtroround •• and doint it cleanly. 
Pr01i1ino tnviron~~ntal analyiH art btino pr ... td n01. 

The final environlfntal as­
sessttnt of the .arid's first 
successful test of burning the 
hst 's t\un-staa, high-sulfur 
bituainous coal -- 'while it's 
still under the ground -- is bt­
int .ritten in Rorganto.n this 
tonth. 

PRICETOWN I·P /1 WELLS 

~. 

And tflougta c0111rci al pro-
duction by t~e ntM ttihnique it 
probably 15 to 20 or 10re years 
off, tht •an .tlo is witing that 
assn~~tnt for the "organt0111 
Energy and Technology Centtr is 
enthusiastic• 'Everything is go­
ing fantastically,• ht says. Not 
only .ere tht ttsts successful in 
teras of doing that they Mtrt 
suppostd to do 11 far IS energy 
production but now, just 1 hair's 
breadth · shy of t.a years after 
the underground •burn·· was shut 
down, he says there are no dis­
cernible advtrse rnvironatntal 
iapacts. 

'There is no evidence what­
soever of any long-ttrt dtgrada­
tion - of the environHnt in tht 
vicinity of the site,• said Joe 
ftartin, on@ of the ten in charge 
of the project, •including the 
foliage, the very deep Mater, the 
shallow water fro• the local do­
•estic Mater wells or the surface 
streaas.• In fact, their tests of 
every water source in ·the lush, 
rolling hills around Pricttown in 
Netzel County detonstrate that 
there was significantly tore 
pollution froa cattle sewage 
runoff than fro• anfthing else. 

The significant~ of the 
successful . test, however, 1 ies 
not no 1uch in its lack of any 
lasting effect on water quality 
bu~ on the potential for using 
the very dirty coal reservts of 
the eastern United States. 

"artin explained that the 
real difficulty Mith burning 
high-sulfur coals is their prod­
uction of sulfur dioxides because 
they are burned in an oxidizing 
attosphere. The resulting elis­
sions fall back to the earth as 
acid rain. The problea, he ex­
plains, is that the technology 
for retoving that sulfur fro• 

' stack gases i11ediately after 
cotbustion •really isn•t that 
well dtveloped and reliable -­
and the aethods are txtre11ly 
costly. • 

Sharply contrasting with 
that, howtver, is the burning of 
coal while it . still lies in the 
underground stus. Thert, in a 

IIJECTION 
Mll 

•reducing• atao~phere, sulfur 
dioxide production is greatly 
reduced and aost of the product 
gas is hydrogen sulfide -- the 
'rotten egg• 51111 of high school 
cheaistry classes. 

'But hydrogen sulfide,• 
"artin points out, 'is a gas that 
can easily be cleaned out of the 
product gas• which the under­
ground coal burning is designed 
to produce. 'The technology is 
here and it is being used. It's 
an everyday ite1 in the coal in­
dustry,• one, in fact, which he 
said is currently being used to 
produce lots of sulfur for cot­
Jtrcial sale. 

That is not to say, hDMever, 
"artin cautions, that underground 
coal gasification is the clean 
airacle to tap the East's dirty 
coal. •we've got a long way to 
go, • he says, pointinf out t,hat 
Pricetown was a 'single aadule' 
test -- and a saall one at that. 
Still to colt is a larger-scale 
field test •ith t•o or three 
'todules• which would be operated 
individually and siaultaneously; 
then 25 si.ultaneous aodules •or 
SOli larger nUJber (which •ould 
be) a function of what tht end 

.use •as, whtthtr gas for elec­
tricity or for conversion or 
synthesis into .alcohol or •hat-

1011.78. 
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ever.• The final vision sees a 
five-square-tile block of land 
Mlth undergrouRd reserves ignited 
and burned for nearly a quarter 
of a century. 

Other potential probleas 
still to be exaained are those of 
subsidence plus other effects 
that light creep in as the oper­
ations are scaled up to coaaer­
cial size or the depth at which 
the burning is accotplished is 
raised or lowered. 

At the PricetoMn site, soae 
~5 ailes southwest of "organtown, 
the burn continued for a third of 
a year, just a little aort than 
900 feet down in a six-foot thick 

. coal seaa. It was ignited July 9 
in an experitent designed to of­
ftr a 1eans of utilizing the coal 
in detp, untinable coal sea1s, 
dtpleted dtep lines and abandoned 
strip tines. Estitates are that 
the total econoaically recover­
able coal avaiable in the United 
States . could be tripltd by 
bringing underground coal gasi­
ficiation on-line. 

Tht Priceto.n experiarnts 
1arked the first such ttsts any­
where in thin-seat bituainous 
reserves. Sitilar techniques are 
not uncOIIOR in the Nest. "ajor 
field tests sponsored by the U. 
s. Departaent of Energy fas Mas 

the Pricetown exptritent, in c,- staas as thick as 50 feet. But 
operation with industry) · have those techniques had to be •odi­
been conducttd in Myoting on fied to be feasible in eastern 

Continued on pagt ttvtn 

WASHINGTON 
CLEVE. . 
THE TERR:IBLE 
Tltt C11trt11111 tll'nt ltiBtlf 1 national r.,.tation 
1111 elwilt titan that elldch lit •Joys 
.-ont tht ~taia · ltatt'l IIYirllllltalists 

Etbroiled in environttntal 
issues frot one end of the high­
landl to the other, U. S. Con­
grtssaan Cleve Benedict re- af­
firaed during July that he,ll go 
to bat with environaentalists to 
create the Cranberry w1lderness 
-- but at the other end of the 
state•s Appalachian chain, he 
wants the "onongahela Power Co•­
panv to be able to build its 
twin-lake hydro-electric facility 
1n the Canaan Yalley. 

Btnedict said he believed 
the. prospects for "on Power's 
Davis PoMer Project have iaproved 
significantly under the Reagin 
•dainistrition. Hr po1nted out ..__ 
that Secretary of the Interior 
Jates Matt was one of the ten who 
issued a license to the project 
nearl y a decade ago -- and he 
added that "on Power's plans had 
'significantly tore appeal • to 
hia (and to the nation, he as­
serted) than the federal govern­
•ent7S Mildlife refuge proposal 
which has been backed by envi ­
ron•ental ists. 

A Benedict staffer was 
quoted as saying that the Con­
gresstan is awaiting a report 
fro• the Departaent of Interior•s 
Bureau of land aanageaent before 
introducing any legislation. That 
report is expected to spell out 
options ~ tthich 1ay be available 
for the wilderness proposal, in­
cluding the possibility of per­
aitt ing coal aining despite the 
wi~derness designation or •swap­
ping• CSX, the ainerals owner, 
other governlent-held coil rights 
for the Cranberry• s reserves. 

While in the Kountain State 
Benedict 1ay be viewed as both 
good and bad, nationally-oriented 
environaentalists are consijering 
hit for inclusion in a list of 
the Congress• 'Dirty Dozen• -­
ant of a· dozen co-sponsors of a 
bill that calls for aajor changes 
in the Clean Air Act. 

A late-July release by the 

Congressional News Servi ce (pai·d 
for by the De1ocratic Con9res­
sional Ca1paiqn Co11ittee) char­
acterizes the bill as one Mhich 
'attacks the nation's health 
~tandards , • referring to the Na­
tural Resources Defense Council 
as a source and quoti~g the• ex­
tensivel y. 

Mif Representative Cleve 
Benedict (R-NV) has his May, he 
1ay have a hsot at joininq the 
•Dirty Dozen' -- .t•elve 1e1bers 
of Congress known for their 
anti-environaent records,• the 
release said. 

The release noted that the 
NRDC's •objections see• to fill 
ri ght 1n line •1th t he current 
public aood. A tid-June Harr is 
Sur ~ey said that Sb per cent of 
the Aaerican people oppose taking 
the Clean riir Act less strict. In 
fact the Harris Survey said that 
the 'do1inant senti1ent in Ater­
ica is to 1ake current envi ron­
tental laMs even tougher. 

'If his Nest Vi rginia con­
stituents are any 1irror of the 
nation and get wind of his plan, 
Benedict probabl y will have to do 
sole fast talking. 

'Interior Depart1ent Secre­
tary Jaaes Matt already. 1ay have 
caused enough turtoil to earn two 
spots on the 'Dirty Dozen ' list , 
but there's sure to be roo• for 
Benedict if his revisions are 
approved. • 

The story was distributed to 
all 1edia in Nest Virginia, but 
got scant coverage. Its release 
is believed to be partly the Mark 
of the national Clean Air Coa­
lition. A Benedict staffer has 
said that the Congress1an is 
really not concerned about such 
atteapts to feed stories into the 
tedia because part of Benedict ' s 
catpaign platfora targeted the 
Clean Air Act for 1ajor changes, 
anyhow -- and Benedict does not 
believe thit 10st people are 
truly interested in the intrica­
cies of its iapl11entation. 
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